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O Almighty God, who 

willest to be glorified in thy 

Saints, and didst raise  up 

thy servants to shine as a 

light in the world: Shine, we 

pray thee, in our hearts, that 

we also in our generation may 

show forth thy praises, who 

hast called us out of 

darkness into thy marvellous 

light; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen.  
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2nd
 JANUARY : ELIZA MARSDEN HASSALL  

Eliza Marsden Hassall was born in 1834 at Denbigh, Cobbity, 

New South Wales, the seventh of eight children of the Revd 

Thomas Hassall, colonial chaplain, and his wife Ann, 

daughter of the Revd Samuel Marsden (the second chaplain 

of New South Wales). Eliza assisted with the Sunday schools 

at Heber Chapel (built by Thomas for the Denbigh estate 

workers) and St Paulɀs Church, Cobbity. She ministered to 

the families of the estateɀs tradesmen and tenants. Her older 

sisters married. She did not, devoting her life to helping her 

father and her brother the Revd James Hassall, caring for her 

widowed mother , and promoting overseas missions. 

In 1855 her father wrote of her taking up Ɂso earnestlyɂ the work  of the British and  Foreign 

Bible Society. In July 1880 she helped to found the New South Wales branch of the Young 

Peopleɀs Scripture Union, of which she became secretary. 

In July 1892 the Church Missionary Association of New South Wales was formed, reflecting 

unprecedented interest in Evangelical missions. About 1893, in response to a request from 

the CMA , Eliza established the Marsden Train ing Home for Women Missionaries . Its first 

recruit, her niece Amy Isabel Oxley, went to China as a missionary in 1896. 

The training homeɀs curriculum comprised Bible studies and missionary geography. Eliza 

was voluntary superintendent and president of the ladies ɀ fund -raising committee. In 1898 

the home expanded and the following year held a successful missionary exhibi tion. Eliza 

was made an honorary life member of the Church Missionary Society . She retired in 1903 

and the Deaconess Institute at Redfern took over the training of women missionaries. 

Eliza died on 26th December 1917 and was buried in the churchyard of St Paulɀs, Cobbity. 

Almost three -quarters of Australian missionaries overseas in her time were women; she had 

contributed significantl y to their recruitment . 

12th
 JANUARY : JOHN  HORDEN  

On 10th May 1851, John Horden was informed by the Church 

Missionary Society that the Bishop of Rupertɀs Land had made a 

request for a schoolmaster at Moose Factory, and that he had been 

appointed to fill the position. They told him to prepare to leave 

within a month, and indicated that they desired h im to marry and 

take his wife out to assist him in his work. Although he was less 

than enthusiastic about the appointment, he immediately prepared 

for his new position. He contacted the woman of his choice, a 

young lady who herself had missionary inclinations, and she 

agreed to marry him. On 8th June 1851, they set sail for Canada. 
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Horden spent much of his time on the trip continuing his studies of the Greek Testament 

and study ing the Cree language. 

He went among the natives, writing down new words as he heard them and, after eight 

monthɀs effort, was able to preach without an  interpreter. He was ordained priest during 

this period. Soon Horden had prepared a Prayer Book, a hymnal, and translations of the 

Gospels in the Cree language. 

In 1865, Horden and his family, which now in cluded five children , sailed back to England 

so that the children could be educated. Upon Hordenɀs return, he found he was very well -

known throughout the British Isles, and he became a popular and sought-after speaker. In 

1867, Horden returned with his wife to Jamesɀ Bay. 

In the autumn of 1872, Horden received a message to return to England and on 15th 

December 1872, he was made Bishop of Moosonee at a service involving Bishop Anderson, 

who had ordained Horden 20 years earlier. 

He made pastoral visits to as many parts of his huge diocese as possible, despite having a 

serious problem with rheumatism. In his later years, he also worked diligently to finish his 

translation of the Bible into the Cree language. He died on 12th January 1893.  

3rd
 FEBRUARY : RICHARD JOHNSON  

Richard Johnson studied at Cambridge  and was ordained in 

1783, after coming under the teaching of sound Evangelical 

preachers. He was appointed to a rural parish in Hampshire . 

In October 1786, Johnson received a royal warrant as 

Chaplain to the Colony of New South Wales.  We know that 

he had spent some time in farming ɬ and this was to prove 

very useful when he came to New South Wales. 

He married Mary Burton a month  after his appointment and 

five months before the First Fleet sailed from Portsmouth in 

May 1787. The Society for the Propagation of the Gospel and 

The Society for Promoting  Christian Knowledge  provided 

Johnson with Bibles and Christian books  (100 Bibles, 400 New Testaments and 500 psalters) 

and during the voyage he conducted a service each Sunday and read prayers every 

evening. 

Upon reaching Australia , Johnson was as busy as anyone in the new colony. It took five 

months before he was able to house his wife in a cottage built from cabbage tree palms and 

thatched rushes, and by the end of 1788 he was growing enough vegetables for his own 

needs. He soon became known as the best farmer in Sydney. 

Johnson was a man with a mission. Not for him any pious platitudes; he was vitally 

concerned about the souls of men and women. He had a burning desire to preach the 
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Gospel of Jesus Christ and to see men and women won for  him.  He held services every 

Sunday in the open air or sometimes in a large store. He baptised, he married, he buried. It 

was his task to be present with those who were to be executed and he prayed with them on 

the scaffold. 

Johnson was an Evangelical minister. He was a man who was convi nced that the Bible is the 

Word of God, and that repentance and trust in Jesus Christ are the only way to be saved. 

'ÐÚɯÊÖÕÊÌÙÕɯÞÈÚɯÛÖɯÈÊÊÜÙÈÛÌÓàɯÛÌÈÊÏɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ6ÖÙËȭ So, with great love and affection, as well 

as with great urgency, he called on men, women, marines and convicts alike, to turn to 

Christ.  

Johnson sought to live out the text that he preached on at the fi rst church service in 

Australia, held at Farm Cove on 3rd February 1788: Ɂ6ÏÈÛɯÚÏÈÓÓɯ(ɯÙÌÕËÌÙɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɯÍÖÙɯÈÓÓɯ

ÏÐÚɯÉÌÕÌÍÐÛÚɯÛÖɯÔÌȳɂ (Psalm 116:12). Out of gratitude for what the Lord has done for  us, we 

too need to consider how we can show in our lives our thankfulness.  

5th
 FEBRUARY : MARTYRS OF JAPAN  

The introduction of Christianity into Japan in the sixteenth century, by Jesuits and 

Franciscans, has left exciting records of heroism and self-sacrifice in the annals of Christian 

missionary endeavour. It has been estimated that by the end of that century there were 

300,000 baptised believers in Japan. 

After a half century of ambiguous support by some of the powerful Tokugawa shoguns, the 

Christian mission suffered cruel persecution and suppression. The first victims were six 

Franciscan friars and twenty of their converts who were crucified at  Nagasaki on 5th 

February 1597. By 1630, what was left of Christianity in Japan was driven underground. Yet 

it is remarkable that two hundred and fifty years later there were found many men and 

women, without priests, who had preserved through the generations a vestige of Christi an 

faith.  

15th  FEBRUARY : THOMAS BRAY 

Thomas Bray, an English country parson, was invited by 

Henry Compton, Bishop of London, to have oversight of the 

"ÏÜÙÊÏɀÚɯÞÖÙÒɯÐÕɯ,ÈÙàÓÈÕËɯÈÚɯÛÏÌɯ!ÐÚÏÖ×ɀÚɯ"ÖÔÔÐÚÈÙàȭɯBray 

set sail for America in 1699 for what would be his only 

visitation. Though he spent only two and a half months in 

Maryland, Bray was deeply concerned about the neglected 

state of the Church in America and the great need for the 

education of clergymen, lay people, and children. 

At a general visitation of the clergy in Annapolis prior to his 

return to England, he emphasised the need for the instruction 

of children and insisted that no clergyman be given a charge 
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unless he had a good report from the ÚÏÐ×ɯÏÌɯÊÈÔÌɯÖÝÌÙɯÐÕȮɯɁÞÏÌÛÏÌÙɯhe gave no matter of 

scandal, and whether he did constantly read prayers twice a day and catechise and preach 

on Sundays, which, notwithstanding the common excuses, I know can be done by a 

minister ÖÍɯÈÕàɯáÌÈÓɯÍÖÙɯÙÌÓÐÎÐÖÕȭɂ 

Bray founded 39 free libraries in the colony as well as a number of schools. Back home, he 

raised money for missionary work and influenced young Eng lish clergy to go to America.  

 ÔÖÕÎɯ!ÙÈàɀÚɯÌËÜÊÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯÌÕËÌÈÝÖurs was the Society for the Promotion of Christian 

Knowledge , founded in 1698 by him and fÖÜÙɯÓÈàÔÌÕɯɁÛÖɯ×ÙÖÔÖÛÌɯÈÕËɯÌÕÊÖÜÙÈÎÌɯÛÏÌɯ

erection of charity schools in all parts of England and Wales; to disperse, both at home and 

abroad, Bibles and tracts of religion; and in general to advance the honour of God and the 

good of mankind, by promoting C hristian knowledge both at home and in the other parts of 

the world by the beÚÛɯÔÌÛÏÖËÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÚÏÖÜÓËɯÖÍÍÌÙȭɂɯThe work of SPCK developed to such 

dimensions that, on his return to England, Bray founded the Society for the Propagation of 

the Gospel in 1701 as a separate society for foreign missions. 

In 1706 Bray was appointed Vicar of St Botolph Without, Aldgate, where he ministered 

until his death in 1730 at the age of 74. He served the parish with energy and devotion, 

while continuing his efforts on behalf of  African slaves in America and in the fo unding of 

parochial librariesɭhe was instrumental in the establishment of 80 libraries.  

When the deplorable condition of English prisons was brought to his attention, Bray set to 

work to influence public opinion and to raise funds to alleviate the misery of the inmates. 

He organisÌËɯ2ÜÕËÈàɯɁ!ÌÌÍɯÈÕËɯ!ÌÌÙɂɯËÐÕÕÌÙÚɯÐÕɯ×ÙÐÚÖÕÚɯÈÕËɯÈËÝÈÕÊÌËɯ×ÙÖ×osals for 

prison reform. It was he who first suggested to James Oglethorpe the idea of founding a 

humanitarian colony for the rel ief of honest debtors, though Bray died before the Georgia 

colony became a reality. 

27th  FEBRUARY : GEORGE HERBERT 

George Herbert was born in 1593. His mother was a friend of 

the poet John Donne. Herbert  attended Trinity Col lege, 

Cambridge, and became Public Orator of the University, 

responsible for giving speeches of welcome in Latin to 

famous visitors, and writing letters of thanks, also in Latin, to 

acknowledge gifts of books for the University Library. This 

brought him to the attention of King James  I, who granted 

him an annual allowance, and seemed likely to make him an 

ambassador. However, in 1625 the king died, and George 

Herbert, who had originally gone to university  with the 

intention of becoming a cleric, but had his head turned by the 

prospect of a career at Court, determined anew to seek ordination. In 1626 he was ordained, 

and became Vicar of Bemerton and Fugglestone, near Salisbury. 



5 
 

He served faithfully as a parish minister , diligently visiting his parishioners and bringing 

them Holy Communi on when they were ill, and food and clothing when they were in want. 

He read Morning and Evening Prayer daily in the church, encouraging the congregation to 

join him when possible, and ringing the church bell before each service so that those who 

could not  come might hear it and pause in their work to join their prayers with his.  

Herbert  went  to Salisbury each week to hear Evening Prayer sung in the cathedral. On one 

occasion he was late because he met a man whose horse had fallen with a heavy load. 

Herbert  stopped, took off his coat, and helped the man to unload the cart, get the horse back 

on its feet, and then reload the cart. His spontaneous generosity and good will won him the 

affection of his parishioners. 

Herbert  is remembered chiefly for his book of poems, The Temple, which he sent shortly 

before his death to his friend Nicholas Ferrar, to publish if he thou ght them suitable. They 

ÞÌÙÌɯ ×ÜÉÓÐÚÏÌËɯ ÈÍÛÌÙɯ 'ÌÙÉÌÙÛɀÚɯ ËÌÈÛÏȮɯ ÈÕËɯ ÏÈÝÌɯ ÐÕÍÓÜÌÕÊÌËɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÚÛàÓÌɯ ÖÍɯ ÖÛÏÌÙɯ ×ÖÌÛÚȮ 

including Samuel Taylor Coleridge. Several of them have been used as hymns, in particular 

ȿ3ÌÈÊÏɯÔÌȮɯÔàɯ&ÖËɯÈÕËɯ*ÐÕÎȮɀɯÈÕËɯȿLet all tÏÌɯÞÖÙÓËɯÐÕɯÌÝÌÙàɯÊÖÙÕÌÙɯÚÐÕÎȭɀ He also wrote a 

volume for parish clergy : The Country Parson. 

LOVE 

Love bade me welcome; yet my soul drew back,  

Guilty of dust and sin.  

But quick -eyed Love, observing me grow slack 

From my first entrance in,  

Drew nearer to me, sweetly questioning 

(Íɯ(ɯÓÈÊÒɀËɯÈÕàthing.  

ȿA guest,ɀ (ɯÈÕÚÞÌÙɀËȮɯȿworthy to be here:ɀ 

Love said, ȿYou shall be he.ɀ 

I the unkind , ungrateful? Ah my dear , 

I cannot look on Thee.ɀ 

Love took my hand, and smiling did reply,  

ȿWho made the eyes but I?ɀ 

ȿ3ÙÜÛÏɯ+ÖÙËȰ but I have ÔÈÙÙɀËɯÛÏÌÔȯɯÓÌÛɯÔàɯÚÏÈÔÌ 

Go where it doth deserve.ɀ 

ȿAnd know you not, ɀɯÚÈàs Love, ȿ6ho bore the blame?ɀ 

ȿ,àɯËÌÈÙ, then I will serve.ɀ 

8ÖÜɯÔÜÚÛɯÚÐÛɯËÖÞÕȮɀɯÚÈàÚɯ+ove, ȿÈÕËɯÛÈÚÛÌɯÔàɯÔÌÈÛȭɀ 

So I did sit and eat. 

Herbert  died on 1st March 1633, but is commemorated two days earlier, to avoid conflict 

with other commemorations . 
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20th  MARCH : CUTHBERT OF LINDISFARNE  

A lowly shepherd named Cuthbert became a monk after he had a 

vision in which he saw the soul of the Celtic missionary Aidan carried 

to heaven by angels. In entering the Church, he was influenced by 

one of his playmates, who prophesied that one day he would become 

a bishop. 

Like Aidan, Cuthbert was a monk in the Irish tradition. In the seventh 

century, the Irish observed Easter on a different date than Rome. The 

issue was resolved at the Synod of Whitby in 664, which opted for the 

Roman observances. Cuthbert accepted the decision. 

A hardworking preacher, he spread the Gospel throughout Northumbria. According to 

!ÌËÌȮɯɁHe was mostly accustomed to travel to those villages which lay in out -of-the-way 

places among the mountains, which by their poverty and natural horrors deterred other 

visitors.ɂ Cuthbert was made Prior of Lindisfarne although his own inclination was to 

become a hermit. Eventually he was allowed to live alone on the Isle of Farne where many 

visited him for spiritual advice.  

His solitude did not last. In 685, he was named Bishop of Hexham. Rather than leave 

Lindisfarne, he swapped sees with Eata and became Bishop of Lindisfarne instead . He 

remained a man of deep spiritual sensitivity. Two years after becoming bishop, Cuthbert 

died. But his story had only begun. 

Eleven years later, in 698, his body was dug up. It had not decayed. This awed everyone. 

Surely it was proof of his sanctity!  In the Medieval way, he was v enerated. Traditions grew 

around him. Admirers wrote and embellished his story. In his honour, monks produced t he 

Lindisfarne Gospels, an elegantly  illuminated manuscript . Bede researched "ÜÛÏÉÌÙÛɀÚ life 

and wrote of prophecies, miracles of healing, and meals from God. 

3ÏÌɯÔÖÕÒÚɯÔÖÝÌËɯ"ÜÛÏÉÌÙÛɀs body in time to save it from  the Viking destr uction of 

Lindisfarne. During their time in Ches ter-le-Street, the Lindisfarne Gospels were translated 

into Early English ɬ ÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÍÐÙÚÛɯÛÐÔÌȭɯ"ÜÛÏÉÌÙÛɀs shrine in Durham was considered one of 

the holiest places of Medieval England. When King Henry VIII sent commissioners to 

dismantle  the tomb, Cuthbert was found still inco ÙÙÜ×Ûȭɯ.ÜÛɯÖÍɯÙÌÚ×ÌÊÛȮɯÛÏÌɯÒÐÕÎɀs men 

permitted him to be reburied. Objects from his tomb survive to this day.  

21st MARCH : THOMAS CRANMER  

Thomas Cranmer, Archbishop of Canterbury, was burned at the stake on 21st March 1556 

after being found guilty of heresy and treason.  John Foxe recorded his execution in his Book 

of Martyrs:  

Ɂ6ÐÛÏɯÛÏÖÜÎÏÛÚɯÐÕÛÌÕÛɯÜ×ÖÕɯÈɯÍÈÙɯÏÐÎÏÌÙɯÖÉÑÌÊÛɯÛÏÈÕɯÛÏÌɯÌÔ×ÛàɯÛÏÙÌÈÛÚɯÖÍɯÔÈÕȮɯÏÌ 

reached the spot dyed with the blood of Ridley and Latimer. There he knelt for a 



7 
 

short time in earnest devotion, and then arose, that he might undress and prepare 

for the fire.  

Two friars who had been parties in prevailing upon him to abjure, now 

endeavoured to draw him off again from the truth, but he was steadfast and 

immoveable in what he had just professed, and before publicly taught. A chain was 

provided to bind him to the stake, and after it had tightly 

encircled him, fire was put to the fuel, and t he flames 

began soon to ascend. Then were the glorious sentiments 

of the martyr made manifest;ɭthen it was, that 

stretching out his right hand, he held it unshrinkingly in 

the fire till it was burnt to a cinder, even before his body 

was injured, frequently  ÌßÊÓÈÐÔÐÕÎȮɯȿ3ÏÐÚɯÜÕÞÖÙÛÏàɯÙÐÎÏÛɯ

ÏÈÕËȵɀ Apparently insensible of pain, with a countenance 

of venerable resignation, and eyes directed to Him for 

whose cause he suffered, he continued, like St. Stephen, 

ÛÖɯÚÈàȮɯȿ+ÖÙËɯ)ÌÚÜÚɯÙÌÊÌÐÝÌɯÔàɯÚ×ÐÙÐÛȵɀ till the fury  of the 

flames terminated his powers of utterance and existence. He closed a life of high 

sublunary elevation, of constant uneasiness, and of glorious martyrdom, on 21st 

March ƕƙƙƚȭɂ 

Cranmer had stretched out his right hand into the fire to punish it for signing the 

recantations he had submitted to Queen Mary in an effort to save himself. On the day of his 

execution Cranmer had been told to make a final public recantation at the Univer sity 

Church, Oxford. Instead, after saying the expected prayer and exhortation to obey the 

Queen, he renounced his previous recantations, saying: 

Ɂ ÕËɯÕÖÞɯ(ɯÊÖÔÌɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÎÙÌÈÛɯÛÏÐÕÎɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÚÖɯÔÜÊÏɯÛÙÖÜÉÓÌÛÏɯÔàɯÊÖÕÚÊÐÌÕÊÌȮɯÔÖÙÌɯ

than any thing that ever I did or said in my whole life, and that is the setting abroad 

of a writing contrary to the truth, which now here I renounce and refuse, as things 

written with my hand contrary to the truth which I thought in my heart, and written 

for fear of death, and to save my life, if it might be; and that is, all such bills or 

papers which I have written or signed with my hand since my degradation, wherein 

I have written many things untrue. And forasmuch as my hand hath offended, 

writing contrary to my heart, therefore my h and shall first be punished; for when I 

come to the fire, it shall first be burned.  

 ÕËɯÈÚɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯ/Ö×ÌȮɯ(ɯÙÌÍÜÚÌɯÏÐÔɯÈÚɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛɀÚɯÌÕÌÔàȮɯÈÕËɯÈÕÛÐÊÏÙÐÚÛȮɯÞÐÛÏɯÈÓÓɯÏÐÚɯÍÈÓÚÌɯ

doctrine. 

And as for the sacrament, I believe as I have taught in my book against the bishop of 

Winchester, which my book teacheth so true a doctrine of the sacrament, that it shall 

stand in the last day before the judgment of God, where the papistical doctrines 

ÊÖÕÛÙÈÙàɯÛÏÌÙÌÛÖɯÚÏÈÓÓɯÉÌɯÈÚÏÈÔÌËɯÛÖɯÚÏÖÞɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÍÈÊÌȭɂ 
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Thomas Cranmer is knowÕɯÈÚɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯȿ.ßÍÖÙËɯ,ÈÙÛàÙÚ,ɀ together with Hugh Latimer and 

Nicholas Ridley, who had been executed for heresy on 16th .ÊÛÖÉÌÙɯ ƕƙƙƙȭɯ ,ÈÙÛàÙÚɀɯ

Memorial, at the end of St Giles Street, reminds visitors to Oxford of these three courageous 

men. The inscription on the memorial reads: 

Ɂ3ÖɯÛÏÌɯ&ÓÖÙàɯÖÍɯ&ÖËȮɯÈÕËɯÐÕɯÎÙÈÛÌÍÜÓɯÊÖÔÔÌÔÖÙÈÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯ'ÐÚɯÚÌÙÝÈÕÛÚȮɯ3ÏÖÔÈÚɯ

Cranmer, Nicholas Ridley, Hugh Latimer, Prelates of the Church of England, who 

near this spot yielded their bodies to be burned, bearing witness to the sacred truths 

which they had affirmed and maintained against the errors of the Church of Rome, 

and rejoicing that to them it was given not only to believe in Christ, but also to suffer 

for His sake; this monument was erected by public subscription in the y ear of our 

+ÖÙËɯ&ÖËȮɯ,#"""7+(ȭɂ 

A cross of cobblestones has been set into the road in Broad Street, marking the place of 

execution. 

31st MARCH : JOHN DONNE  

John Donne (rhymes with sun ) was born in 1573 (his father died in 

1576) into a Roman Catholic family, and from 1584 to 1594 was 

educated at Oxford and CambridÎÌɯÈÕËɯ+ÐÕÊÖÓÕɀÚɯ(ÕÕɯȹÈ London law 

school). He became an Anglican (probably around 1594) and aimed 

at a career in government. He joined with Raleigh and Essex in raids 

on Cadiz and the Azores, and became private secretary to Sir 

Thomas Egerton.  

In 1601 he secretly married Anne More, the 16-year-old niece of Egerton, and her enraged 

father had Donne imprisoned. Donne summed up his sorry state of affairs in the epigram, 

Ɂ)ÖÏÕɯ#ÖÕÕÌɯɬ Anne Donne ɬ UndoÕÌȭɂ The years following were years of poverty, debt, 

illness, and frustration.  

King James I assumed the throne in 1603 and offered Donne a position in the Church. 

Donne resisted. He had been reared Roman Catholic and he was unsure of his own motive s 

and convictions. James awarded the position to another man. 

After some years, Donne made a serious study of theology and accepted Reformed 

doctrine. He was ordained in 1615 and James employed him as a private chaplain. In 1621, 

Donne became Dean of St Paulɀs, London, a position he held until his death in 1631. From 

that pulpit, his immense wit and intelligence touched the highest level of society. The 

cathedral was crowded to overflowing when he spoke. Of the depth of his spiritual 

conviction no one who  has examined his religious poetry can doubt. 

Long before his ordination, and probably beginning with his marriage, #ÖÕÕÌɀÚ thoughts 

were turned toward holiness : ɁDeath be not proud, though some have called thee mighty 

ÈÕËɯËÙÌÈËÍÜÓɂ, ɁNo man is an island, entire of itselfɂ. He saw in his wife Anne (as Dante 
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had earlier seen in Beatrice) a glimpse of the glory of God, and in human love a revelation 

of the nature of Divine Love.  

The theme of his writings ÊÖÕÛÐÕÜÌÚɯÛÖɯÍÈÚÊÐÕÈÛÌȯɯɁÛÏÌɯ×ÈÙÈËÖßÐÊÈÓ and complex predicament 

ÖÍɯÔÈÕɯÈÚɯÏÌɯÉÖÛÏɯÚÌÌÒÚɯÈÕËɯàÌÛɯËÙÈÞÚɯÈÞÈàɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯÐÕÌÚÊÈ×ÈÉÓÌɯÊÓÈÐÔɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɯÖÕɯÏÐÔȭɂ 

Various collections of his sermons have been published. Most anthologies of English poetry 

contain at least a few of his poems, and it is a poor college library that does not have a 

complete set of them. 

ɁNo man is an island, entire of itself; every man is a piece of the continent, a part of 

the main. If a clod be washed away by the sea, Europe is the less, as well as if a 

promontory were, as w ell ÈÚɯÐÍɯÈɯÔÈÕÖÙɯÖÍɯÛÏàɯÍÙÐÌÕËɀs or of thine own were: any 

ÔÈÕɀs death diminishes me, because I am involved in mankind, and therefore never 

send to know for whom the bell tolls; it tolls for thee. ɂ 

4th  APRIL: REGINALD HEBER 

Reginald Heber, born in Cheshire in 1783, was made Bishop of 

Calcutta in 1823 at the age of 40. He was known for his candour, 

ÎÌÕÛÓÌÕÌÚÚȮɯɁÚÈÓÐÌÕÛɯ×ÓÈàÍÜÓÕÌÚÚȮɂ as well as learning and culture.  

In India he had three years of ceaseless travel, splendid 

administration, and  saintly enthusiasm. He ordained the first 

Christian native : Christian David. His first visitation ranged 

through Bengal, Bombay, and Ceylon; at Delhi and Luckno w he 

was prostrated with fever.  

His second visitation took him through the Madras Presidency to  

Trichinopoly, where he confirmed forty -two people. He was 

deeply moved by his ÐÔ×ÙÌÚÚÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÙÜÎÎÓÐÕÎɯÔÐÚÚÐÖÕȮɯÚÖɯÔÜÊÏɯÚÖɯÛÏÈÛɯɁÏÌɯÚÏÖÞÌËɯÕÖ 

È××ÌÈÙÈÕÊÌɯÖÍɯÉÖËÐÓàɯÌßÏÈÜÚÛÐÖÕȭɂ On his return from the service  Ɂhe retired into his own 

room, and according to his invariable custom, wrote on the back of the address on 

"ÖÕÍÐÙÔÈÛÐÖÕɯȿ3ÙÐÊÏÐÕÖ×ÖÓàȮɯ ×ÙÐÓɯƗȮɯƕƜƖƚȭɀ This was his last act, for immediately on taking 

off his clothes, he went into a large cold bath, where he had bathed the two preceding 

mornings, but  which was now the destined agent of his removal to Paradise. Half an hour 

after, his servant, alarmed at his long absence, entered the room and found him a lifeless 

corpse.ɂ Life, &c, 1830, vol. ii. p. 437. 

'ÌÉÌÙɀs hymns were all written during his time in England. Even the great missionary 

ÏàÔÕȮɯȿ%ÙÖÔɯ&ÙÌÌÕÓÈÕËɀs icy mountains,ɀ notwith ÚÛÈÕËÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯ(ÕËÐÈÕɯÈÓÓÜÚÐÖÕÚɯȹɁ(ÕËÐÈɀÚɯ

ÊÖÙÈÓɯÚÛÙÈÕËȮɂɯɁCeyloÕɀÚɯÐÚÓÌɂ), was written before he received the offer of Calcutta. The 

ÛÖÜÊÏÐÕÎɯÍÜÕÌÙÈÓɯÏàÔÕȮɯȿ3ÏÖÜɯÈÙÛɯÎÖÕÌɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÎÙÈÝÌȮɀ was written on the loss of his first 

child , which was a source of deep grief to him.  
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His hymns pressed into sacred service the freer rhythms of contemporary poetry (e .g. 

ȿBrightest and ÉÌÚÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÚÖÕÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÔÖÙÕÐÕÎɀȰɯȿGod that madest ÌÈÙÛÏɯÈÕËɯÏÌÈÝÌÕɀ), and 

aimed at consistent grace of literary expression. Their beauties spring from this modern 

spirit. As pure and graceful devotional poetry, always true and reverent, they are an 

unfailing plea sure. The finest of them is the majestic anthem, founded on th e rhythm of the 

$ÕÎÓÐÚÏɯ!ÐÉÓÌȮɯȿHoly,  'ÖÓàȮɯ'ÖÓàȮɯ+ÖÙËɯ&ÖËɯ ÓÔÐÎÏÛàȭɀ 

6th  APRIL: FREDERIC BARKER 

As a youth, Frederic Barker, born 1808, had marked religious 

convictions. At Cambridge University, he came under the 

influence of Charles Simeon and became a firm adherent of the 

Evangelical party in the Church of England.  

In 1832, he was ordained by Bishop Sumner of Chester, one of the 

few Evangelical sympathi sers on the English bench, who was 

always to be Barkerɀs ideal as a bishop. Barker made a tour for 

the Irish Home Mission Society  in 1834; he is said to have 

preached fifty -two sermons in a month.  

Barker married Jane Sophia in 1840. Jane, a resolute Evangelical, introduced Barker to a new 

intellectual environment, for she was influenced by the literary and artistic associations of 

her father, who  was a friend of the poet Wordsworth . 

In 1855 Barker took up the position of Bishop of Sydney and Metropolitan of Austr alia. He 

came to Australia in a firm Evangelical spirit. He had no doubt that as chief pastor his task 

was missionary conversion, not only in newly -developed areas but in the settled districts as 

well. He preached a simple Gospel in a disarmingly simple ma nner. He was tolerant in 

personal relations but quite inflexible in public opposition to other schools of 

churchmanship. He believed the Tractarians to be crypto-Roman Catholics and the older 

High Churchmen too formal for colonial con ditions. His English n ickname, ȿthe High Priestɀ 

was as much a comment on his low churchmanship as on his great height, 6ɀ 5½ɂ (197 cm). 

A determined traditionalist in church -state relations, he stood by the legal nexus with the 

Crown. With help of associates at home, he recruited a large number of clergymen of his 

own party from England and Ireland. Together with the men trained at the new Moor e 

Theological College by Barkerɀs friend the Revd William Hodgson, the importations formed 

the nucleus of an influential group  with in the Diocese. They found allies among 

Evangelicals from earlier colonial times and were generally acceptable to lay opinion which 

regarded Low Church  as the Anglican norm. 

The fortnightly Church of England Chronicle was commenced under episcopal patronage; it 

drew largely on the English Evangelical press but in its ten years served a local purpose. 

William Cowper, a representative of older Evangelical traditio n in New South Wales, was 

made Dean and Archdeacon in 1858 and given charge of school affairs.  
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In 1862-64 Barker completed the creation of the Diocese of Goulburn and agreed to the 

appointment of Mesac Thomas, a fellow-Evangelical, as its Bishop. A third diocese was 

formed, largely by Barkerɀs efforts, at Bathurst in 1869.  

In 1868 the Australian bishops, assembled in Sydney for the consecration of St Andrewɀs 

Cathedral, considered at Barkerɀs invitation the need for a General Synod and its duties. 

Barkerɀs deft chairmanship secured their agreement. Barker became Metropolitan Bishop 

and later Primate of the Church of England in Australia and Tasmania.  

The new General Synod was not a powerful legislative body , but it was a symbol of unity, a 

useful tribunal , and a medium of co-operation. Always mindful of the English connexion , 

Barker wished for little more, and came to regard the creation of the General Synod as one 

of his major achievements. 

By 1875 Barkerɀs influence in Sydney was at its height and he was generally looked to as 

Australiaɀs leading Evangelical. But there were signs of change. Ritualism began to make a 

tentative appearance. Apart from the separation and shortening of services, liturgical 

alteration was opposed by Barker. Higher criticism and scientific developments left an 

imprint on colonial thought, bu t Barker seldom discussed them. His wife, Jane, died in 1876. 

In 1877 Barker secured the appointment of George Stanton as Bishop of the new Diocese of 

North Queensland. He attended the Lambeth Conference in 1878. He visited the Church 

Congress and a number of Evangelical conventions; he had become recognised as an 

exemplar for bishops of that brand.  

In 1880 Barkerɀs health broke down and, after a partial recover y, he left for England.  He 

spent the summer in the Lake District and wintered in Italy. He died at San Remo on 6 th 

April 1882 and was buried in the churchyard at Baslow , Derbyshire. His second wife, Mary 

Jane, died in London in 1910 and left a benefaction to Moore College in his memory.  The 

Chapter House at St Andrewɀs Cathedral, Sydney was designed as a Barker memorial. 

9th  APRIL: D IETRICH BONHOEFFER  

Bonhoeffer was born in 1906, son of a professor of psychiatry and 

neurology at the University of Berlin. He was an outstanding 

student, and at the age of 25 became a lecturer in systematic 

theology at the same University. 

When Hitler came to power in 1933, Bonhoeffer became a leading 

spokesman for the Confessing Church, the centre of Protestant 

resistance to the Nazis. He organised and for a time led the 

underground seminary of the Confessing Church. His book Life 

Together describes life in the seminary, and his book The Cost of 

Discipleship ÈÛÛÈÊÒÚɯÞÏÈÛɯÏÌɯÊÈÓÓÚɯɁÊÏÌÈ×ɯÎÙÈÊÌȮɂ meaning grace 

used as an excuse for moral laxity. 
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BonÏÖÌÍÍÌÙɯÏÈËɯÉÌÌÕɯÛÈÜÎÏÛɯÕÖÛɯÛÖɯɁÙÌÚÐÚÛɯÛÏÌɯ×ÖÞÌÙÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÉÌȮɂ but he came to believe that to 

do so was sometimes the right choice. In 1939 his brother-in-law introduced him to a group 

planning the overthrow of Hitler, and he made signific ant contributions to  their work (h e 

was at this time an employee of the Military Intelligence Department.) He was arrested in 

April  1943 and imprisoned in Berlin. After the fÈÐÓÜÙÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÈÛÛÌÔ×ÛɯÖÕɯ'ÐÛÓÌÙɀs life in April 

1944, he was sent first to Buchenwald and then to Schoenberg Prison. His life was spared 

because he had a relative who stood high in the government; but then this relative was 

himself  implicated in anti -Nazi plots.  

On Sunday 8th April 1945, he had just finished conducting a service of worship at 

Schoenberg, when ÛÞÖɯÚÖÓËÐÌÙÚɯÊÈÔÌɯÐÕȮɯÚÈàÐÕÎȮɯɁPrisoner Bonhoeffer, make ready and 

ÊÖÔÌɯÞÐÛÏɯÜÚȮɂ the standard summons to a condemned prisoner. As he left, he said to 

ÈÕÖÛÏÌÙɯ×ÙÐÚÖÕÌÙȮɯɁThis is the end ɬ but for me, the beginning ɬ of life.ɂ He was hanged the 

next day, less than a week before the Allies reached the camp. 

21st
 APRIL: ANSELM OF CANTERBURY  

Anselm was born in Italy in  1033. He succeeded his teacher 

Lanfranc as Prior of Bec in 1063, and as Archbishop of 

Canterbury in 1093. His greatest talent lay in theology and 

spiritual direction.  

Anselm remains the great exponent of the so-ÊÈÓÓÌËɯȿÖÕÛÖÓÖÎÐÊÈÓɯ

ÈÙÎÜÔÌÕÛɀ ÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÌßÐÚÛÌÕÊÌɯÖÍɯ&ÖËȯɯ&ÖËɯÐÚɯɁÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÈÕɯÞÏÐÊÏɯ

nothing greater can be thoughÛȭɂɯ$ÝÌÕɯÛÏÌɯÍÖÖÓȮɯÞÏÖɯȹÐÕɯ/ÚÈÓÔɯ

ƕƘȺɯÚÈàÚɯÐÕɯÏÐÚɯÏÌÈÙÛɯɁ3ÏÌÙÌɯÐÚɯÕÖɯ&ÖËȮɂɯÔÜÚÛɯÏÈÝÌɯÈÕɯÐËÌÈɯÖÍɯ

God in his mind, the concept of an unconditional being ( ontos) 

than which nothing greater can be conceived; otherwise he 

ÞÖÜÓËɯÕÖÛɯÉÌɯÈÉÓÌɯÛÖɯÚ×ÌÈÒɯÖÍɯɁ&ÖËɂɯÈÛɯÈÓÓȭɯ ÕËɯÚÖɯÛÏÐÚɯÚÖÔÌÛÏÐÕÎȮɯɁ&ÖËȮɂɯÔÜÚÛɯÌßÐÚÛɯ

outside the mind as well; because, if he did not, he would not in fact be that than which 

nothing greater can be thought. Since the greatest thing that can be thought must have 

existence as one of its propertiesȮɯ ÕÚÌÓÔɯÈÚÚÌÙÛÚȮɯɁ&ÖËɂɯÊÈÕɯÉÌɯÚÈÐËɯÛÖɯÌßÐÚÛɯÐÕɯÙÌÈÓÐÛàɯÈÚɯ

ÞÌÓÓɯÈÚɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÐÕÛÌÓÓÌÊÛȮɯÉÜÛɯÐÚɯÕÖÛɯËÌ×ÌÕËÌÕÛɯÜ×ÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÔÈÛÌÙÐÈÓɯÞÖÙÓËɯÍÖÙɯÝÌÙÐŗÊÈÛÐÖÕȭɯ3Öɯ

some, ÛÏÐÚɯȿÖÕÛÖÓÖÎÐÊÈÓɯÈÙÎÜÔÌÕÛɀ has seemed mere deductive rationalism; to others it has 

the merit of showing that faith in God need not be contrary to human reason.  

Anselm is also tÏÌɯÔÖÚÛɯÍÈÔÖÜÚɯÌß×ÖÕÌÕÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯȿÚÈÛÐÚÍÈÊÛÐÖÕɯÛÏÌÖÙàɀ of the atonement. He 

explained the work of Christ in terms of the feudal society of his day. If a vassal breaks his 

bond, he hÈÚɯÛÖɯÈÛÖÕÌɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÐÚɯÛÖɯÏÐÚɯÓÖÙËȰɯÓÐÒÌÞÐÚÌȮɯÚÐÕɯÝÐÖÓÈÛÌÚɯÈɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕɀÚɯÉÖÕËɯÞÐÛÏɯ&ÖËȮɯ

the supreme Lord, and atonement or satisfaction must be made. Of ourselves, we are unable 

to make such atonement, because God is perfect and we are not. Therefore, God himself has 

saved us, becoming perfect man in Christ, so that a perfect life could be offered in 

satisfaction for sin. 
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4ÕËÌÙÎÐÙËÐÕÎɯ ÕÚÌÓÔɀÚɯÛÏÌÖÓÖÎàɯÐÚɯÈɯ×ÙÖÍÖÜÕËɯ×ÐÌÛàȭɯ'ÐÚɯÚ×ÐÙÐÛÜÈÓÐÛàɯÐÚɯÉÌÚÛɯÚÜÔÔÈÙÐsed in 

ÛÏÌɯ×ÏÙÈÚÌȮɯɁÍÈÐÛÏɯÚÌÌÒÐÕÎɯÜÕËÌÙÚÛÈÕËÐÕÎȭɂɯ'ÌɯÞÙÐÛÌÚȮɯɁ(ɯËÖɯÕÖÛɯÚÌÌÒɯÛÖɯÜÕËÌÙÚÛÈÕËɯÛÏÈÛɯ(ɯ

may believe, but I believe in order that I may understand. For this, too, I believe, that unless 

I first  ÉÌÓÐÌÝÌȮɯ(ɯÚÏÈÓÓɯÕÖÛɯÜÕËÌÙÚÛÈÕËȭɂ 

24th
 APRIL: MARTYRS OF THE MELANESIAN BROTHERHOOD , SOLOMON ISLANDS  

In 2003 the Solomon Islands experienced a period of civil unrest. Members of the 

Melanesian Brotherhood became caught up in this and eventually seven of them were 

killed. One of the leading guerilla rebels was Harold Keke, who led the Guadalcanal 

Liberation A rmy in the remote and underdeveloped Weather Coast (south coast) of the 

Island. Some time early in 2003 Brother Nathaniel Sado went to see Keke. He knew Harold 

Keke and called him a friend. That trust was misplaced and he was the first to die, being 

tortur ed and beaten to death about Easter that year (Easter Day was 20th April).  

Six other Brothers set off from Honiara on 23rd April to find out what had happened to 

Nathaniel Sado, following up reports that he had been murdered by Keke and his men. 

They wanted to find out if this was true, the reason for his death , and to bring his body back 

to Tabalia (the Motherhouse of the Melanesian Brotherhood) for burial. The six Brothers did 

not return. They were Robin Lindsay, assistant head of the Melanesian Brotherhood, Francis 

Tofi, Alfred Hill, Ini Paratabatu, Patteson Gatu, and Tony Sirihi.  

For over three months the community waited day and night, hoping and praying for their 

safety. Making contact with Keke was difficult. T he reports and news they received were 

that the Brothers were being held hostage but were alive and well. In June five Novices and 

two Brothers in the neighbouring district of Mbanbanakira were also taken hostage. 

Eventually they were released ɬ Keke seemed in a reconciliatory mood. The Melanesian 

Brotherhood were thankful to get the Novices back safely, but what was worrying was that 

duri ng their captivity none of them had seen any sign of the original six Brothers. T hen 

their worst fears were confirmed. The Melanesian Brotherhood was officially informed by 

the police that Keke had admitted that all six were dead.  

Robin Lindsay had great l eadership skills. He was popular wherever he went. He was 

brilliant at resolving conflicts and helping everyone feel valued and  part of the community. 

Francis Tofi was prepared to speak out, to condemn violence and the use of weapons and to 

protect the liv es of others even at the risk of great personal danger. Alfred Hill was young, 

quiet and humble . He trained in m alaria research and qualified to read blood slides at the 

local clinic. Ini Paratabatu was a brillian t actor and a key member of outreach dramas. He 

spoke out against injustice, even confronting the police when he believed their methods 

were unjust. Patteson Gatu was full of joy. Tony Sirihi had no close parental care when he 

was young and found in the Brotherhood a real family and home. From being a shy novice, 

he developed into a stocky and bold brother but never lost his simplicity. Throughout the 

tensions he continued to help the disarmament process. 
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The funerals of the seven Brothers were very moving. The bodies of six of the Melanesian 

Brothers were buried at the Motherhouse of th e Brotherhood on 24th October 2003. Robin 

Lindsay, whose funeral took a little longer to arrange, was buried there on 5 th November. 

At 1ÖÉÐÕɯ+ÐÕËÚÈàɀÚɯfuneral, perhaps the most powerful moment was when the Brothers and 

Novices gathered to kneel around the coffin to show their last respects, linked to the coffin 

and to one another by outstretched hands, by the song they sang, and by their combined 

tears. Then together as one community they slowly lifted the coffin onto the shoulders of six 

of their Brothers to take him to his final resting place where his relatives sang in his mother 

tongue. 

2nd
 MAY : ATHANASIUS OF ALEXANDRIA  

Rarely in the history of the Church has the course of its 

development ÉÌÌÕɯÔÖÙÌɯÚÐÎÕÐŗÊÈÕÛÓàɯËÌÛÌÙÔÐÕÌËɯÉàɯÖÕÌɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕɯ

than it was by Athanasius in the fourth century. Gregory of 

-ÈáÐÈÕáÜÚɯÊÈÓÓÌËɯÏÐÔɯɁÛÏÌɯ×ÐÓÓÈÙɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ"ÏÜÙÊÏȮɂɯÈÕËɯ!ÈÚÐÓɯÛÏÌɯ

&ÙÌÈÛɯÚÈÐËɯÏÌɯÞÈÚɯɁÛÏÌɯ&ÖË-ÎÐÝÌÕɯ×ÏàÚÐÊÐÈÕɯÖÍɯÏÌÙɯÞÖÜÕËÚȭɂ 

Athanasius was born in 295 in Alexandria, and was ordained 

deacon in 319. He quickly attracted attention by his opposition 

to the presbyter Arius, whose denial of the full divinity of the 

Second Person of the Trinity was gaining widespread 

acceptance. Alexander, Bishop of Alexandri a, took Athanasius as his secretary and adviser 

to the first  Ecumenical Council, at Nicaea in 325, which dealt with the Arian conflict . 

Athanasius was successful in winning approval for the phrase in the Nicene Creed which 

has ever since been recognised as Ìß×ÙÌÚÚÐÕÎɯÜÕÌØÜÐÝÖÊÈÓÓàɯÛÏÌɯÍÜÓÓɯÎÖËÏÌÈËɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ2ÖÕȯɯɁÖÍɯ

ÖÕÌɯ!ÌÐÕÎɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯ%ÈÛÏÌÙɂɯȹhomoousios). 

When Alexander died in 328, Athanasius became Bishop. He fearlessly defended the Nicene 

Christology against emperors, magistrates, bishops, and theologians. Five times he was sent 

ÐÕÛÖɯÌßÐÓÌȭɯ'ÌɯÖÍÛÌÕɯÚÌÌÔÌËɯÛÖɯÚÛÈÕËɯÈÓÖÕÌɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÖÙÛÏÖËÖßɯÍÈÐÛÏȭɯɁ ÛÏÈÕÈÚÐÜÚɯcontra 

mundum ȹÈÎÈÐÕÚÛɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÙÓËȺɂɯÉÌÊÈÔÌɯÈɯby-word. Yet, by the time of his last exile, his 

popularity among the citizens of Alexandria was so great that the Emperor had to recall 

him to avoid insurrection in the city.  

Athanasius wrote voluminously: biblical interpretation, theological exposition, sermons, 

and letters. His treatise, On the Incarnation of the Word of God, is a still widely read classic. In 

ÐÛȮɯÏÌɯÞÙÐÛÌÚȮɯɁ3ÏÌɯ2ÈÝÐÖur of us all, the Word of God, in his great love took to himself a 

body and moved as Man among men, meeting their senses, so to speak, half way. He 

became himself an object for the senses, so that those who were seeking God in sensible 

things might apprehend the Father through the works which he, the Word of God, did in 

the body. Human and human -minded as men were, therefore, to whichever side they 

looked in the sensible world, they fouÕËɯÛÏÌÔÚÌÓÝÌÚɯÛÈÜÎÏÛɯÛÏÌɯÛÙÜÛÏȭɂ 
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4th
 MAY : ENGLISH SAINTS AND MARTYRS OF THE REFORMATION ERA 

On 4th May we commemorate the witness of the Saints and Martyrs of the Reformation Era. 

But ÞÌɯÈÙÌɯÕÖÛɯÚÐÔ×ÓàɯÙÌÔÌÔÉÌÙÐÕÎɯȿÖÜÙɯÖÞÕɀɯÔÈÙÛàÙÚȮɯÛÏÖÚÌɯÓÐÒÌɯ"ÙÈÕÔÌÙȮɯ1ÐËÓÌàɯÈÕËɯ

Latimer, who died for maintaining adherence to the Church of England in the face of 

Roman Catholic persecution. We are also remembering Roman Catholics who died at the 

hands of Protestants. 

It is a salutary lesson in personal humility as one stands in awe of the holiness and courage 

of those who witnessed unto the point of death ; and also corporate humility and r epentance 

for the Church as an institution as we remember how Christians have turned so swiftly 

from being oppressed to becoming oppressors. 

24th
 MAY : JOHN AND CHARLES W ESLEY 

John was the fifteenth, and Charles the eighteenth, 

child of the Revd Samuel Wesley, Rector of Epworth, 

Lincolnshire, and his wife, Susannah. John was born 

in 1703, and Charles in 1707. It has been said that the 

Methodist revival had its foundations in the rectory 

at Epworth, where the children were under the 

tutelage and spiritual direction of Susannah and 

Samuel. 

The lives and fortunes of the brothers were closely intertwined. As founders and  leaders of 

the Evangelical Revival in eighteenth -century England, their continuing influence redounds 

throughout the world and is fel t in many Churches. Although their theological writings and 

sermons are still widely appreciated, it is through their hymns ɬ especially those of Charles 

ɬ that their religious experience, and their Christian faith and life, continue to affect the 

hearts and minds of many. Both brothers were profoundly attached to the doctrine and 

worshi p of the Church of England; no amount of abuse and opposition to their cause and 

methods ever shook their confidence in, and love of, the English Church. 

Both the brothers were educated at Christ Church, Oxford. It was there that they gathered a 

few friends to join in strict adherence to the worship and discipline of the Prayer Book , and 

ÞÌÙÌɯÛÏÜÚɯÎÐÝÌÕɯÛÏÌɯÕÈÔÌɯȿMethodistsɀ after their devotional methods. John was ordained 

to ministry in the Church of England in 1728 and Charles in 1735. The two brothers went 

together to Georgia in 1735, John as a missionary of the Society for the Propagation of the 

Gospel, and Charles as secretary to James Oglethorpe, the Governor of the colony. 

Shortly after their return to England, they both experienced an inner conversion, Charles on 

21st May 1738, and John on 24th May at a meeting in Aldersgate Street with a group of 

,ÖÙÈÝÐÈÕÚȮɯ ËÜÙÐÕÎɯ Èɯ ÙÌÈËÐÕÎɯ ÖÍɯ +ÜÛÏÌÙɀÚɯ /ÙÌÍÈÊÌɯ ÛÖɯ ÛÏÌɯ $×ÐÚÛle to the Romans. John 

recorded: 
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Ɂ(ɯÍÌÓÛɯÔàɯÏÌÈÙÛɯÚÛÙÈÕÎÌÓàɯÞÈÙÔÌËȭɯ(ɯÍÌÓÛɯ(ɯËÐËɯÛÙÜÚÛɯÐÕɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛȮɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛɯÈÓÖÕÌȮɯÍÖÙɯ

salvation; and an assurance was given me that he had taken away my sins, even 

ÔÐÕÌȮɯÈÕËɯÚÈÝÌËɯÔÌɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯÓÈÞɯÖÍɯÚÐÕɯÈÕËɯËÌÈÛÏȭɂ 

And so the Wesleyan revival was born.  

Finding the churches closed to them, John and Charles devoted themselves to a ministry of 

itinerant evangelistic work, and followed the evangelist George Whitefield in preaching in 

open fields. John began by preaching to colliers in 1739 at Kingswood , near Bristol. He 

established an organisation of Methodist societies with the help of lay preachers and had 

extended his own activity across the whole of the British Isles by 1751, the chief centres of 

his work being London, Bristol , and Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

John is said to have travelled over 200,000 miles and to have preached over 40,000 sermons. 

He also produced a prodigious volume of writing: an extensive journal, thousands of 

letters, hymn translations, and two editions of the poetry of George Herbert. Though he 

attracted large audiences, John also suffered mob violence and clerical and episcopal 

hostility, but eventually he became a tolerated figure of national prominence.  

Charles was the most gifted hymn -writer of the eighteenth cent ury flowering of English 

hymnody, writing over 5 ,000 hymns in all. Like John, he understood the missionary, 

devotional, and instructional importance of hymns. His published collections of hymns 

ÐÕÊÓÜËÌËɯȿ'ÈÙÒȵɯÛÏÌɯÏÌÙÈÓËɯÈÕÎÌÓÚɯÚÐÕÎɀȮɯȿLove divine, all lovÌÚɯÌßÊÌÓÓÐÕÎɀȮɯȿ)ÌÚÜȮɯ+ÖÝÌÙɯÖÍɯÔàɯ

ÚÖÜÓɀȮɯÈÕËɯȿLo! he come with clouds desceÕËÐÕÎɀ. In modern English language hymnals 

(whatever the denominational tradition) he is usually the author wi th the most hymns 

credited to his name. 

A more emotional, warmer, and more pastoral personality than his brother, Charles 

opposed all moves that would cause the separation of the Methodist societies from the 

Church of England. The later schism of the societies from the Church of England occurred 

after the death of the two brothers ɬ Charles on 29th March 1788, and John on 2nd March 

1791. 

25th  MAY : THE VENERABLE BEDE 

Bede (born 672) is one of the few saints honoured as such 

during his lifetime. His writings were filled with such faith 

and learning that even while he was still alive, a Church 

council ordered them to be read publicly in the churches.  

At an early age, Bede was entrusted to the care of the abbot of 

the Monastery of St Paul, Jarrow. The happy combination of 

genius and the instruction of scholarly, saintly monks 

produced a saint and an extraordinary scholar. He was deeply 

versed in all the sciences of his times: natural philosophy, the 
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philosophical principles of Aristot le, astronomy, arithmetic, grammar, ecclesiastical history, 

the lives of the saints, and especially, Holy Scripture . 

From the time of his ordination to the priesthood at 30ɭhe had been ordained a deacon at 

19ɭtill his death, Bede was ever occupied with learning, writing, and teaching. Besides the 

many books that he copied, he composed 45 of his own, including 30 commentaries on 

books of the Bible. 

His Ecclesiastical History of the English People is commonly regarded as of decisive 

importance in the art o f writing history. A unique era was coming to an en d at the time of 

!ÌËÌɀÚɯËÌÈÛÏȯɯÐt had fulfilled its purpose of preparing Western Christianity to assimilate the 

non-Roman barbarian North. Bede recognised the opening to a new day in the life of the 

Church even as it was happening. 

Although eagerly sought by kings and other notables, even Pope Sergius, Bede managed to 

remain in his own monastery until his death. Only once did he leave for a few months in 

order to teach in the school of the Archbishop of York. Bede died on 25th May 735 praying 

his favouÙÐÛÌɯ×ÙÈàÌÙȯɯɁ&ÓÖÙàɯÉÌɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ%ÈÛÏÌÙȮɯÈÕËɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ2ÖÕȮɯÈÕËɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ'ÖÓàɯ2×ÐÙÐÛȭɯ ÚɯÐÕɯ

the ÉÌÎÐÕÕÐÕÎȮɯÚÖɯÕÖÞȮɯÈÕËɯÍÖÙÌÝÌÙȭɂ 

26th  MAY : AUGUSTINE OF CANTERBURY  

Although Christianity had existed in Britain before the 

invasions of Angles and Saxons in the fifth century, Pope 

Gregory the Great decided in 596 to send a mission to the 

pagan Anglo -Saxons. He selected, from his own monastery 

on the Coelian Hill in Rome, a group of monks, led by their 

prior, Augustine. Th ey arrived in Kent in 597. 

King Ethelbert tolerated their presence and allowed them 

the use of an old church built on the east side of 

Canterbury, dating from the Roman occupation of Britain. 

This church of St Martin is the earliest place of Christian 

worship in England still in use.  

In 601, Ethelbert was converted, thus becoming the first Christian king in England. About 

this time, Augustine was consecrated bishop ÈÕËɯ ÕÈÔÌËɯ Ɂ ÙÊÏÉÐÚÏÖ×ɯ ÖÍɯ ÛÏÌɯ $Õglish 

-ÈÛÐÖÕȭɂɯ 3ÏÜÚȮɯ ÛÏÌɯ 2ee of Canterbury and its Cathedral Church of Christ owe their 

ÌÚÛÈÉÓÐÚÏÔÌÕÛɯÛÖɯ ÜÎÜÚÛÐÕÌɀÚɯÔÐÚÚÐÖÕ. 

2ÖÔÌɯÊÖÙÙÌÚ×ÖÕËÌÕÊÌɯÉÌÛÞÌÌÕɯ ÜÎÜÚÛÐÕÌɯÈÕËɯ&ÙÌÎÖÙàɯÚÜÙÝÐÝÌÚȭɯ.ÕÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ/Ö×ÌɀÚɯÔÖÚÛɯ

famous counsels to the first Archbishop of Canterbury has to do with diversity in the young 

English Church. GÙÌÎÖÙàɯÞÙÐÛÌÚȮɯɁ(ÍɯàÖÜɯÏÈÝÌɯÍÖÜÕËɯÊÜÚÛÖÔÚȮɯÞÏÌÛÏÌÙɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ1ÖÔÈÕȮɯ

Gallican, or any other Churches that may be more acceptable to God, I wish you to make a 

careful selection of them, and teach the Church of the English, which is still young in the 



18 
 

faith, wha tever you can profitably learn from the various Churches. For things should not 

ÉÌɯÓÖÝÌËɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÚÈÒÌɯÖÍɯ×ÓÈÊÌÚȮɯÉÜÛɯ×ÓÈÊÌÚɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÚÈÒÌɯÖÍɯÎÖÖËɯÛÏÐÕÎÚȭɂ This counsel bears 

ÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÚÌÈÙÊÏɯÍÖÙɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÐÈÕɯɁÜÕÐÛàɯÐÕɯËÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàɂɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÌÊÜÔÌÕÐÊÈÓɯÔÖÝÌÔÌÕÛɯÖÍɯÛÖËÈy. 

Augustine died on 26th May 605. 

27th  MAY : JOHN CALVIN  

John Calvin (10th July 1509 ɬ 27th May 1564) was an influential 

French Reformation theologian and pastor. He was a principal 

figure in the development of the system of Christian theology 

later called Calvinism. O riginally trained as a lawyer, he broke 

from the Roman Catholic Church around 1530. After religious 

tensions provoked a violent uprising against Protestants in 

France, Calvin fled to Basle, Switzerland, where in 1536 he 

published the first edition of his seminal work , Institutes of the 

Christian Religion. 

In that year, Calvin was invited by Wi lliam Farel to help reform the C hurch in Geneva. The 

city council resisted the impÓÌÔÌÕÛÈÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯ"ÈÓÝÐÕɯÈÕËɯ%ÈÙÌÓɀs ideas, and both men were 

expelled. At the invitation of Martin Bucer, Calvin went  to Strasbourg, where he became the 

minister of a church of French refugees. He continued to support the reform movement in 

Geneva, and was eventually invited back to lead its C hurch. Following his return , he 

introduced new forms of church government and liturgy, despite the opposition of several 

powerful families in the city who tried to curb his authority. Following an influx of 

supportive refugees and new electiÖÕÚɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÊÐÛàɯÊÖÜÕÊÐÓȮɯ"ÈÓÝÐÕɀs opponents were forced 

out. Calvin spent his final years promoting the Reformation both in Geneva and throughout 

Europe. 

Calvin was a tireless polemic and apologetic writer. He exchanged cordial and supportive 

letters with many R eformers including Philipp Melanchth on and Heinrich Bullinger. In 

addition to the Institutes, he wrote commentaries on most books of the Bible, theological 

treatises and confessional documents; he regularly preached throughout the week in 

Geneva. Calvin was influenced by the Augustinian trad ition, which led him to expound the 

doctrine of predestination and the absolute sovereignty of God in salvation.  

"ÈÓÝÐÕɀs writing and preaching provided the seeds for the branch of theology that bears his 

name. The Presbyterian and other Reformed churches which look to Calvin as a chief 

expositor of their beliefs  have spread throughout the world.  

3rd JUNE : MARTYRS OF UGANDA  

On 3rd June 1886, 32 young men, pages of the court of King Mwanga of Buganda, were 

burned to death at Namugongo  for their refusal to renounce Christianity. In the following 

ÔÖÕÛÏÚɯÔÈÕàɯÖÛÏÌÙɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÐÈÕÚɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏÖÜÛɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÜÕÛÙàɯËÐÌËɯÉàɯŗÙÌɯÖÙɯÚ×ÌÈÙɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÍÈÐÛÏȭ 
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These martyrdoms totally changed the dynamic of Christian growth in Uganda. Introduced 

by a handful  of Anglican missionaries after 1877, the Christian faith had been preached only 

to the immediate members of the court, by order of King Mutesa. His successor, Mwanga, 

became increasingly angry as he realisÌËɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯŗÙÚÛɯÊÖÕÝÌÙÛÚɯ×ÜÛɯÓÖàÈÓÛàɯÛÖɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛɯÈÉÖÝÌɯ

the traditional loyalty to the king. Martyrdoms began in 1885 (including Bishop Hannington 

ÈÕËɯÏÐÚɯ"ÖÔ×ÈÕÐÖÕÚȺȭɯ,ÞÈÕÎÈɯŗÙÚÛɯÍÖÙÉÈËÌɯÈÕàÖÕÌɯÛÖɯÎÖɯÕÌÈÙɯÈɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÐÈÕɯÔÐÚÚÐÖÕɯÖÕɯ×ÈÐÕɯ

ÖÍɯËÌÈÛÏȮɯÉÜÛɯŗÕËÐÕÎɯÏÐÔÚÌÓÍɯÜÕÈÉÓÌɯÛÖɯÊÖÖÓɯÛÏÌɯÈÙËÖÜÙɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÕÝÌÙÛÚȮɯhe resolved to wipe 

out Christianity.  

3ÏÌɯ-ÈÔÜÎÖÕÎÖɯÔÈÙÛàÙËÖÔÚɯ×ÙÖËÜÊÌËɯÈɯÙÌÚÜÓÛɯÌÕÛÐÙÌÓàɯÖ××ÖÚÐÛÌɯÛÖɯ,ÞÈÕÎÈɀÚɯÐÕÛÌÕÛÐÖÕÚȭɯ

The example of these martyrs, who walked to their death singing hymns and praying for 

their enemies, so inspired many of the bystanders that they began to seek instruction from 

the remaining Christians. Within a few years the original handful of converts had 

multiplied many times and spread far beyond the court.  

Renewed persecution of Christians by a Muslim mi litary dictatorship in the 1970 s (led by 

Idi Amin) proved the vitality of the example of the Namugongo martyrs. Amon g the 

thousands of new martyrs , was Janani Luwum, Archbishop of the Church of Uganda, 

whose courageous ministry and death inspired not only his countrymen but also Christian s 

throughout the world.  Uganda is now the most Christian nation in Africa.  

14th  JUNE : RICHARD BAXTER  

Richard Baxter never received a higher commission than that of 

parish pastor to loom workers in Kidderminster. Still, he was the 

most prominent English churchman of the 1600s. He was a 

peacemaker who sought unity among Protestants, and yet he 

was a highly independent thinker ɭand at the centre of every 

major controversy in England during his lifetime.  

Born in Rowton , Shropshire, to parents who undervalued 

education, Baxter was largely self-taught. He eventually studied 

at a free school, then at royal court, where he became disgusted 

at what he saw as frivolity. He left to study divinity, and at age 23, he was ordained by the 

Church of England  and found comm on ground with the Puritans . 

Baxter did his best to avoid the disputes between Anglicans, Presbyterians, and 

Congregationalists, and persuaded local ministers to cooperate in ×ÈÚÛÖÙÈÓɯÔÈÛÛÌÙÚȭɯɁIn 

necessary things, unity; in doubtful things, l iberty; in ÈÓÓɯÛÏÐÕÎÚȮɯÊÏÈÙÐÛàȮɂ he was fond of 

saying. 

His interest in cooperation was not caused by a lack of conviction: Baxter was opinionated 

in his theology, which was not quite Separatist and not quite Conformist. Among his more 

than 200 works are long, controversial discourses on doctrine. He believed society was a 

large family under a loving father, an d in his theology, he tried to mediate  between the 
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extremes. He eventually registered himself as ɁÈɯÔÌÙÌɯ-ÖÕÊÖÕÍÖÙÔÐÚÛɂɯȹȿNonconfoÙÔÐÚÛɀɯ

was a technical term meÈÕÐÕÎɯȿÕÖÛɯ ÕÎÓÐÊÈÕɀ), breaking with the Church of England mainly 

because of the lack of power it gave parish clergy. 

Baxter was a peacemaker during the English Civil War . He believed in monarchy, but a 

limited one. He served as a chaplain for the parliamentary army, but then helped to bring 

about the restoration of the king. A s a moderate, Baxter found himself the target of both 

extremes. 

He was still irrita ted with the episcopacy in 1660 when he was offered the bishopric of 

Hereford, so he declined it. As a result, he was barred from ecclesiastical office and not 

permitted to return to Kidderminster, nor was he allowed to preach. Between 1662 and 1688 

(when James II was overthrown), he was persecuted and was imprisoned for 18 months, 

and he was forced to sell two extensive libraries.  2ÛÐÓÓȮɯÏÌɯÊÖÕÛÐÕÜÌËɯÛÖɯ×ÙÌÈÊÏȯɯɁI preached 

ÈÚɯÕÌÝÌÙɯÚÜÙÌɯÛÖɯ×ÙÌÈÊÏɯÈÎÈÐÕȮɂɯÏÌɯÞÙÖÛÌȮɯɁaÕËɯÈÚɯÈɯËàÐÕÎɯÔÈÕɯÛÖɯËàÐÕÎɯÔÌÕȭɂ 

Baxter became well  known for his prolific writing. Hi s devotional classic 3ÏÌɯ 2ÈÐÕÛÚɀɯ

Everlasting Rest was one of the most widely read books of the century. When asked what 

deviations should  be permitted from the Book of Common Prayer, he created an entirely 

new one, Reformed Liturgy, in two weeks. His Christian Directory contains over one million 

words. H is autobiography and his pastoral  guide, The Reformed Pastor, are still widely read 

today. 

ɁThe Gospel dieth not when I die: the church dieth not: the praises of God die not: the 

world dieth not: and perhaps it shall grow better, ɂ he wrote near the end of ÏÐÚɯÓÐÍÌȭɯɁIt may 

be that some of the seed that I have sown shall spring up to some benefit of the dark 

un×ÌÈÊÌÈÉÓÌɯÞÖÙÓËɯÞÏÌÕɯ(ɯÈÔɯËÌÈËȭɂ 

16th  JUNE : GEORGE BERKELEY AND JOSEPH BUTLER  

George Berkeley was born in Ireland in 1684, educated at 

Trinity College, Dublin, and ordained presbyter in 1721. 

As Dean of Derry, beginning in 1724, he developed an 

interest in the churches in colonial America and a concern 

for the conversion of Native Americans to the Christian 

faith.  

He sailed for America, reaching Newport, Rhode Island, 

in January 1729, settling on a plantation nearby, 

Whitehall, while awaiting the resources to start a college 

in Bermuda. When his plans failed, he gave Whitehall 

and his personal library to Yale College and returned to 

Ireland where he became Bishop of Cloyne in 1734. 

Berkeley College at Yale, Berkeley Divinity School, and the City of Berkeley, California, are 

named for him.  



21 
 

Berkeley was a major philosopher of his time and among his achievements was the theory 

of immaterialismɭindividuals can only directly know objects by the perception of them ɭ

ÈÕɯÐËÌÈɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÖÜÓËɯÐÕŘÜÌÕÊÌɯ'ÜÔÌȮɯ*ÈÕÛȮɯÈÕËɯ2ÊÏÖ×ÌÕÏÈÜÌÙȭ 

)ÖÚÌ×Ïɯ!ÜÛÓÌÙȮɯÖÕÊÌɯÊÈÓÓÌËɯɁÛÏÌɯÎÙÌÈÛÌÚÛɯÖÍɯÈÓÓɯÛÏÌɯÛÏÐÕÒÌÙÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ$ÕÎÓÐÚÏɯ"ÏÜÙÊÏȮɂɯÞÈÚɯÉÖÙÕɯ

in Berkshire in 1692, into a Presbyterian family. His early education was in dissenting 

academies, but in his early twenties he became an Anglican. He 

entered Oxford in 1715 and was ordained in 1718. 

Butler distinguished himself as  a preacher while serving Rolls 

Chapel, Chancery Lane, London, and went on to serve several 

parishes before being appointed Bishop of Bristol in 1738. He 

declined the primacy of Canterbury, but accepted translation to 

Durham in 1750. He died on 16th June 1752 in Bath, and his body is 

entombed in Bristol Cathedral.  

!ÜÛÓÌÙɀÚɯÐÔ×ÖÙÛÈÕÊÌɯÙÌÚÛÚɯÊÏÐÌŘàɯÖÕɯÏÐÚɯ1736 apology for or thodox Christianity against 

Deism, prevalent in England in his time:  The Analogy of Religion, Natural and Revealed, to the 

Constitution and Course of Natureȭɯ!ÜÛÓÌÙɀÚɯÞÈÚɯÈɯÙÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯÌß×ÖÚÐÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÍÈÐÛÏɯÎÙÖÜÕËÌËɯÐÕɯ

deep personal piety. 

18th  JUNE : BERNARD MIZEKI  

Bernard Mizeki was born in Portuguese East Africa 

(Mozambique) in about 1861. When he was twelve, he left his 

home and went to Cape Town, where for the next ten years he 

worked as a labourer, living in the slums, but  firmly refusing 

to drink  alcohol, and remaining uncorrupted by his 

ÚÜÙÙÖÜÕËÐÕÎÚȭɯ ÍÛÌÙɯÏÐÚɯËÈàɀÚɯÞÖÙÒȮɯÏÌɯÈÛÛÌÕËÌËɯÕÐÎÏÛɯÊÓÈÚÚÌÚɯ

at an Angl ican school. He became a Christian and was bapti sed 

on 9th March 1886. Besides the fundamentals of European 

schooling, he mastered English, French, Dutch, and at least 

eight local African languages. In time he would be an 

invaluable assistant when the Angl ican Church began translating its sacred texts into 

African languages. 

After graduating from the school, he accompanied Bishop Knight -Bruce to Mashonaland, a 

tribal area in Southern Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe), to work as a lay catechist. In 1891 the 

bishop assigned him to Nhowe, the village of p aramount -chief Mangwende, where he built 

a mission-complex. He prayed Morning and Evening Prayer  each day, tended his 

subsistence garden, studied the local language (which he mastered better than any other 

foreigner in his day), and cultivated friendships with the villagers. He founded  a school, 

and won the hearts of many of the Mashona through his love for their children.  Over five 

years (1891-1896), the mission at Nhowe produced an abundance of converts. 
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During an uprising in 1896, Bernard was warned to flee. He refused, since he would not 

desert his converts or his post. On 18th June 1896, he was fatally speared outside his hut. His 

wife and a helper went to get food and blanket s for him. From a distance, they saw a 

blinding light on the hillside where he had been lying, and heard a rushing sound, as 

though of many wings. When they returned to the spot his body had disappeared. The 

place of his death has become a focus of great devotion for Anglicans and other Christians, 

and one of the greatest of all Christian festivals in Africa takes place there every year at the 

anniversary of his martyrdom . 

22nd
 JUNE : ALBAN  

 ɯÍÜÎÐÛÐÝÌɀs praise of God won Alban to Christ. 

The Roman Emperor Septimus Severus hated 

Christianity. When he came to Britain in 208, he 

found Christians and in a fury ordered them put 

to the sword. A Christian cleric, Amphibalus, 

fled before the imperial wrath. In th e town of 

Veralum (now St Albans, Hertfordshire ) lived 

Alban, a high ranking Roman soldier.  

2ÖÔÌÛÏÐÕÎɯ ÈÉÖÜÛɯ  Ô×ÏÐÉÈÓÜÚɀ behaviour led 

Alban to offer him shelter. In spite of being a 

hunted refugee, Amphibalus never ceased to 

praise God. His joy was so real that Alban was 

moved. He asked how that could be, was told 

about Christ , and converted to Christianity.  

The governor learned that Alban was harbouring Amphibalus  and sent soldiers to capture 

him . They were met by a man in a clerical robe: Alban. The governor was furious: since 

Alban had help ed Amphibalu s escape, Alban must bear the punishment due . The governor 

was preparing to pour out a libation (dr ink offering) to his gods. H e ordered Alban to do so, 

saying he would spare him only on condition that he show his loyalty to the old gods . 

Alban refused: ɁI worship and adore the true and livi ÕÎɯ&ÖËȮɯÞÏÖɯÊÙÌÈÛÌËɯÈÓÓɯÛÏÐÕÎÚȮɂ he 

said. 

After flogging Alban, the governor again asked him to renounce Christianity. Once more 

Alban refused. And so the governor ordered his execution. The soldier who was to behead 

Alb an was so awed that he refused to do so, becoming a Christian himself on the spot. A 

second soldier was found who cut off both of their heads.  

Meanwhil e, Amphibalus , hearing that Alban was to die in his place, hurried to the place of 

execution and offered himself up. He, too, was killed. These deaths took place on 22nd June 

209. IÔ×ÙÌÚÚÌËɯÉàɯÛÏÌÚÌɯÌÝÌÕÛÚȮɯ ÓÉÈÕɀs judge ordered the persecution to stop.  
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28th
 JUNE : IRENÆUS OF LYONS  

Irenaeusɀ heart was full. He wished his friend Marcianus  could 

be with him so that they could talk about Christ, but that was 

impossible. So he picked up his pen. They might be separated 

by distance but a letter could capture his feelings. He dipped 

the quill in ink and wr ote: 

ɁKnowing, my beloved Marcianus, yo ur desire to walk in 

godliness, which alone leads man to life eternal, I rejoice with 

you and make my prayer that you may preserve your faith 

entire and so bÌɯ×ÓÌÈÚÐÕÎɯÛÖɯ&ÖËɯÞÏÖɯÔÈËÌɯàÖÜȭɂ 

Irenaeus wrote many things, not only to Marcianus, but to others. These writings are of the 

utmost importance, for they show the state of Christianity in the second century after 

Christ.  Heresies had gained in influence;  Irenaeus listed them and gave Christian answers 

to their claims. One heresy that Irenaeus answered was Gnosticism, which claimed that one 

needed a special, hidden ÒÕÖÞÓÌËÎÌɯÐÍɯÖÕÌɀs soul was to be saved. Irenaeus wrote to 

Marcianus: 

ɁThis then is the order of the rule of our faith, and the foundation of the building, and 

the stability of our conversati on: God, the Father, not made, not material, invisible; 

one God, the creator of all things: this is the first point of our faith. The second point 

is: The Word of God, Son of God, Christ Jesus our Lordȱ.And the third point is: The 

Holy Spirit, through whom  the prophets prophesied, and the fathers learned the 

things of God, and the righteous were led forth into the way of righteousness; and 

who in the end of the times was poured out in a new way upon mankind in all the 

earth, renewing man unto God.  

And for t his reason the baptism of our regeneration proceeds through these three 

points: God the Father bestowing on us regeneration through His Son by the Holy 

Spirit. For as many as carry (in them) the Spirit of God are led to the Word, that is to 

the Son; and the Son brings them to the Father; and the Father causes them to possess 

ÐÕÊÖÙÙÜ×ÛÐÖÕȭɂ 

(ÙÌÕÌÈÜÚɀ writings pow erfully declared that the true C hurch had the truth because it had 

Scripture on its side as well as sound reason, the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and the 

memories of those who had known the apostles. 

1st
 JULY : HENRY, JOHN , AND HENRY VENN THE YOUNGER  

Henry Venn was born in Surrey in 1725. After his education at Cambridge, he was ordained 

and served several parishes in the area. In 1750, he became a curate in Surrey, where he 

developed the Evangelical princip les for which he became known. He moved to London in 

1753, becoming curate of Clapham the following year, and his son John was born there in 
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March 1759. Later that year, Henry moved his family to 

Huddersfield, where he served as vicar until 1771, working himself 

assiduously to the point of exhaustion. At Huddersfield his piety 

and zeal made a great impression, and his The Complete Duty of 

Man (1763), ÞÙÐÛÛÌÕɯÈÎÈÐÕÚÛɯ6ÐÓÓÐÈÔɯ+ÈÞɀs The Whole Duty of Man, 

became popular among Evangelicals. After ill health forced his 

retirement from Huddersfield, he ministered to the end of his life 

in the living of Yelling, Cambridgeshire, where he influenced the 

great Evangelical minister  and preacher Charles Simeon. 

John Venn was educated at Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge, and 

became Rector of Little Dunham in Norfolk, and eventually of 

Clapham in 1792. He was one of the founders of the Church 

Missionary Society in  1797. It was at Clapham that he became a 

central figure in the group of Christian philanthropi sts known as the 

Clapham Sect. John was also an active participant in the movement 

for the abolition of the slave trade.  

)ÖÏÕɀÚɯÚÖÕȮɯ'ÌÕÙàɯ5ÌÕÕɯÛÏÌɯàounger, was born at Clapham in 1796. 

After his education at Cambridge, he was ordained and held various 

livings, eventually devoting himself in 1846 entirely to the work of the 

Church Missionary Society. He was secretary for thirty -two years, and 

his organising gifts and sound judg ement made him the leading 

member of the Society. His aim was that overseas Churches should 

ÉÌÊÖÔÌɯɁÚÌÓÍ-supporting, self -governing, and self-ÌßÛÌÕËÐÕÎȭɂɯHe was 

instrumental in securing the appointment of the first African Anglican 

bishop, Samuel Crowther, in 1864. 

The elder Henry Venn died on 24th June 1797, aÛɯÏÐÚɯÚÖÕɀÚɯÙÌÊÛÖÙàɯÐÕɯ"ÓÈ×ÏÈÔȭ John died at 

Clapham on 1st July 1813; and his son Henry died at Mortlake, Surrey, on 13th January 1873. 

13th
 JULY : SYDNEY JAMES KIRKBY  

Sydney James Kirkby was born in Bendigo, Victoria, Australia in 

1879 and trained at Moore Theological College, Sydney, being 

ordained presbyter  in 1906. 

After spending 6 years in country parishes in Victoria,  he had 

opportunity to study at Durham University (1911-12) before 

becoming Acting Principal  and Tutor at Moore College. After serving 

in two Sydney parishes, he was appointed in 1920 as the first 

Organising Missioner of the newly formed Bush Church Aid Soc iety, 

the objectives of which were to take Christian ministry to people in 

remote and isolated areas of Australia. 
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He thrust himself into this new work with much energy, spiritual faith, organi sing ability 

ÈÕËɯ ÍÌÈÙÓÌÚÚÕÌÚÚȭɯ 3ÏÙÖÜÎÏɯ ÛÏÌɯ 2ÖÊÐÌÛàɀÚɯ )ÖÜÙÕÈÓȮɯThe Real Australian, and by constant 

deputations and lantern lectures, he called on and encouraged city people to serve and 

support the Society in its aim: Australia for Christ.  

His leadership of the Society, assessing and prioritising mission needs, involved travelling 

extensively by all means of transport : foot, horseback, rail and motor vehicle. He was 

innovative, encouraging new projects in the BCA, such as Mail Bag Sunday School, Mission 

5ÈÕɯÈÕËɯ6ÖÔÌÕɀÚɯ,ÐÕÐÚÛÙàȮɯ'ÖÚÛÌÓÚȮɯ,ÌËÐÊÈÓɯ6ÖÙÒ, and Aeropla ne Ministry.  

He was a staunch Evangelical clergyman, popular preacher, capable yet humble 

adminis trator and a pianist, photographer, pen sketcher as well as having a good sense of 

humour, all working together in his witness to God and the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  In 1932 

when he was appointed Bishop Co-adjutor of Sydney Diocese, he relinquished his position 

with BCA but continued his association as President of the Society. As part of the Bishopric, 

he also became Rector of 2Ûɯ/ÏÐÓÐ×ɀÚ, Church Hill where he exercised a popular outreach to 

city workers. Six months after t hese appointments, Archbishop JC Wright died and Kirkby 

was Administrator of the Diocese until the arrival of the ne xt Archbishop, Howard  Mowll 

from the Bishopric of West  China. 

In introducin g Mowll to his new diocese and country, he won the everlasting trust, 

ÈËÔÐÙÈÛÐÖÕɯÈÕËɯÍÙÐÌÕËÚÏÐ×ɯÖÍɯ,ÖÞÓÓȮɯÈɯÍÙÐÌÕËÚÏÐ×ɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÊÖÕÛÐÕÜÌËɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ!ÐÚÏÖ×ɀÚɯÍÈÔÐÓàɯ

ÓÖÕÎɯÈÍÛÌÙɯ*ÐÙÒÉàɀÚɯËÌÈÛÏȭ Kirkby continued to energetic ally apply himself to  his diocesan 

duties until a breakdown in his health resulted in his death on 12 th July 1935 at the age of 56 

years. 

29th
 JULY : W ILL IAM W ILBERFORCE  

The scene was extraordinary in the British House of Commons.  The date 

was 23rd February 1807. Supporters of the slave trade had their say, but 

now others were clamouring for the opportunity to speak for the motion 

for abolition. Finally, an eloquent speech was given in tribute to William 

Wilberforce himself, which brought the house to its feet. After years of 

discouragement, in which pleas for abolition were scorned or ignored, 

the motion passed by an overwhelming vote of  283 to 16. William 

6ÐÓÉÌÙÍÖÙÊÌɀs battle had spanned 20 years. 

As a new convert to Christianity in 1784, William Wilberforce, a member of the H ouse of 

Commons since 1780 at the age of 21, seriously considered getting out of politics to better 

pursue spiritual growth. But ex -slave trader John Newton, then a pastor, convinced him 

that his most important spiritual duty was to stay where he was in th e rough and tumble of 

the political world and there live out his witness for Christ. On 28th October 1787, after a 

conversation with Newton, Wilberforce made a  ÔÌÔÖÙÈÉÓÌɯ ÌÕÛÙàɯ ÐÕɯ ÏÐÚɯ ËÐÈÙàȯɯ ɁGod 
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Almighty has placed before me two great objects: the suppression of the Slave Trade and 

the Reformation of Manners [morals]ȭɂ 

Wilberforce and his colleagues, particularly those known as the Clapham Sect, set out to 

abolish slavery, a task that seemed impossible at the time, since slavery played such a vital 

rôle in the functioning of the English economy. But they succeeded. Their principles, 

approach and strategy are very informative and provide valuable guidelines for Christians 

and the Church of any era, that seek to make a major difference in the world.  

The Wilberforce group were convinced of the rightness and righteousness of their cause 

and confident they could in time prevail. A study of movements in history reveals that a 

small minority can provide the ȿtipping point. ɀ 

Wilberforce knew he could not su stain the battle alone, so he linked up with a support 

community to pray, work, and struggle together. The Clapham Sect is a remarkable case 

study of the power of co -operative efforts among those committed to a cause. 

Wilberforce knew repeated times of def eat and discouragement. He sought refuge in God 

and was unapologetic in his acknowledgment of how he depended on the prayers of others. 

In a letter to John Newton of 6th September 1788, he poured out his hearÛȯɯɁand in truth tis 

often matter of solid comfort to me, and of gratitude to the bountiful Giver of mercies, to 

reflect that the prayers of many of the well beloved of the Lord are offered up for me: O my 

dear Sir, let not your hands cease to be lifted up, lest Amalek prevail ɬ entreat for me that I 

may be enabled by divine grace to resist and subdue all the numerous enemies of my 

salvation. My path is particularly ste Ì×ɯÈÕËɯËÐÍÍÐÊÜÓÛɯÈÕËɯËÈÕÎÌÙÖÜÚȭɂ 

When it seemed that they were decisively defeated, this group would not accept such 

reversals as final. They regrouped and came back to advance their cause again and again. 

They did not let vicious attacks on their character and motives distract them . Instead they 

found the key was to keep attention focused on the issue and the facts and not to be 

concerned to denigrate the persons who opposed them. 

They were fully aware of (we  ÔÐÎÏÛɯÌÝÌÕɯÚÈàɯɁÚàÔ×ÈÛÏÌÛÐÊɯÛÖɂ) the concerns motivating 

their opponents and tried to  deal with these in such a way that progress could be made. It is 

important to be able to state the rationale for the position of the opposition in such a way 

that the opponents would acknowledge that you have represented them accurately.  

6ÏÌÕɯÛÏÌàɯÊÖÜÓËÕɀt get all that they wanted, they nevertheless pushed as far as they could, 

realising that gradual change and progress was preferable to none. There were times when 

compromise was better than stalemate or defeat. 

When they could not get the needed support of political leaders (who were afraid of the 

pressures from those whose economic interests were threatened), they took their case to the 

people and developed grassroots support. 
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While they dealt with a dominant issue, they were not isolated into a single -issue mentality 

but saw the main issue as part of the overall moral climate that also needed to be addressed.  

They worked through legitimate, established means to pursue their goals, not resorting to 

violence or dirty tactics, convinced that truth and right  were on their side. 

They were sustained by a conviction that they were simply obeying a mandate of the 

Gospel. They therefore committed their energies and passions to God, who would 

providentially guide the historical situation and bring about  change when and how he saw 

fit.  

5th
 AUGUST : OSWALD OF NORTHUMBRIA  

6ÏÌÕɯ.ÚÞÈÓËɀs father, King of Northumbria  was killed, eleven-year-old 

Oswald fled to Scotland. ThÌÙÌɯÏÌɯÛÖÖÒɯÙÌÍÜÎÌɯÞÐÛÏɯ"ÖÓÜÔÉÈɀs monks 

on the island of Iona. The monks led him to Christ.  

In 633 King Edwin of Northumbria perished in battle against Penda and 

Cadwallon. Oswald  succeeded him to the throne. Cadwallon ravaged 

Northumbria but Oswald ÔÈÙÊÏÌËɯÈÎÈÐÕÚÛɯÏÐÔȭɯ(Õɯ.ÚÞÈÓËɀs tiny force, 

few knew Christ or wanted to. On the eve of battle O swald boldly set up a cross, holding it 

upright while dirt was packed into the hole dug for it. He  ÛÏÌÕɯÊÙÐÌËɯÖÜÛȮɯɁLet us now kneel 

down and together pray to the almighty and only true God that he will mercifully  defend 

us from our enemy; for h e knows that we fight in deÍÌÕÚÌɯÖÍɯÖÜÙɯÓÐÝÌÚɯÈÕËɯÊÖÜÕÛÙàȭɂ 

That night while Oswald rested, Columba of Iona appeared to him in a vision, assuring him 

that he would have victory. Although enemy numbers were far greater than his own, 

Oswald won. The upshot was his people became willing to follow Christ.  

Oswald restored order throughout Northumbria and brought missionaries from Scotland to 

teach his people. Chief among these was Aiden. OswÈÓËɯÏÐÔÚÌÓÍɯÖÍÍÌÙÌËɯÛÖɯÉÌɯ ÐËÌÕɀs 

translator so that his people might hear and unde rstand the Gospel. Thousands became 

Christians. The island of Lindisfarne was given Aiden for a Bi ÚÏÖ×ɀs seat and a famous 

monastery grew up there. Churches sprang up all across Northumbria.  

The King was famed for his prayerful spirit. So often did he prai se God and lift petitions to 

him that even at meals he kept his hands in an attitude of prayer. In the few years he 

ÙÌÐÎÕÌËȮɯ.ÚÞÈÓËɀs kingdom gained such preeminence that all the other kings of England 

became subject to him. .ÚÞÈÓËɀÚɯÊÏÈÙÐÛàɯÞÈÚɯÎÙÌÈÛ and he journeyed through his lands, 

establishing his people in faith and freeing slaves. 

Oswaldɀs death came in battle. The pagan ruler, Penda of Mercia, who had earlier defeated 

Edwin, raised an army and on 5th August 642, met Oswald with overwhelming forces. 

Surrounded by enemies, Oswald prayed one last prayer ɬ ÍÖÙɯ&ÖËɀs mercy on the souls of 

his soldiers. He is considered a martyr because he died at the hand of a pagan while 

defending a Christi an nation. 
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9th
 AUGUST : MARY SUMNER  

Mary Sumner was born in Swinton near Salford, Lancashire, the third of 

four children. Her mother was a woman of personal piety. The family 

moved to Colwall near Ledbury, Heref ÖÙËÚÏÐÙÌȮɯÐÕɯƕƜƗƖȮɯÞÏÌÙÌɯ,ÈÙàɀÚɯ

ÔÖÛÏÌÙɯ ÏÌÓËɯ ÔÖÛÏÌÙÚɀ meetings. A year after their arrival in 

Herefordshire, Mary 's six-week-ÖÓËɯÉÙÖÛÏÌÙɯËÐÌËȭɯ'ÌÙɯÔÖÛÏÌÙɀÚɯÍÈÐÛÏȮɯÏÌÙɯ

ÞÖÔÌÕɀÚɯÔÌÌÛÐÕÎÚɯÈÕËɯÏÌÙɯÉÙÖÛÏÌÙɀs infant death inspired Mary  decades 

later to begin the Mothersɀ Union.  

Educated at home, Mary learned to speak three foreign languages and sing well. To 

complete her musical education, she travelled with her mother and elder sister to Rome. 

Whilst there she met her future husband, George Henry Sumner, the son of Charles Richard 

Sumner, the Bishop of Winchester and a relative of William Wilberforce.  

The couple were married in Colwall on 26 th JuÓàɯƕƜƘƜȮɯƕƜɯÔÖÕÛÏÚɯÈÍÛÌÙɯ&ÌÖÙÎÌɀs ordination . 

They had three children: Margaret, Louise and George; the latter became a well known 

artist. 

In 1851, George received the living of Old Alre ÚÍÖÙËȮɯ'ÈÔ×ÚÏÐÙÌȮɯÐÕɯÏÐÚɯÍÈÛÏÌÙɀs diocese. 

Mary  dedicated herself to raising her children and helping her husband in his ministry by 

providing music and Bible classes. 

In 1876, when her eldest daughter Margaret gave birth, she was reminded how difficult sh e 

had found the burden of motherhood. Inspired, Mary  publici sed a meeting of mothers in 

the parish to offer mut ual support. Her plan was radical as it involved calling women of all 

social classes to support one another and to see motherhood as a profession as important as 

those of men, if not more so. 

In 1885, Mary  was part of the audience in the Portsmouth Church Congress. The first 

Bishop of Newcastle, Ernest Wilberforce, had been asked to address the women 

churchgoers, but he invited Mary  to speak in his stead. She gave a passionate address about 

national moralÐÛàɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÐÔ×ÖÙÛÈÕÊÌɯÖÍɯÞÖÔÌÕɀs vocation as mothers to change the nation 

for the better. A number of the women present went back to their parishes to found 

ÔÖÛÏÌÙÚɀ meetings on ,ÈÙàɀs pattern. The Bishop of Winchester, Edward Browne, made the 

,ÖÛÏÌÙÚɀ Union a diocesan organisation. 

The Mothersɀ Union concept spread rapidly throughout the United Kingdom. By 1892, there 

were 60,000 members in 28 dioceses, and by the turn of the century,  ÛÏÌɯ,ÖÛÏÌÙÚɀ Union had 

grown to 169,000 members. Annual general meetings ÉÌÎÈÕɯÐÕɯƕƜƝƗȮɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯ,ÖÛÏÌÙÚɀ 

Union Central Council was formed three years later. Mary  was elected president, a post she 

held into her nineties. In 1897, during her Diamond Jubilee , Queen Victoria became patron 

ÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ,ÖÛÏÌÙÚɀ Union, giving it an unprecedented stamp of approval. The Mothers ɀ Union 

set up branches throughout the British Empire, beginning in New Zealand, then Canada 

and India. SÜÔÕÌÙɯÓÐÝÌËɯÛÖɯÓÌÈËɯÛÏÌɯ,ÖÛÏÌÙÚɀ Union i n rebuilding the heart of Britain after 



29 
 

the First WorlËɯ6ÈÙɯÈÕËɯÚÈÞɯÛÏÌɯÍÐÙÚÛɯ,ÖÛÏÌÙÚɀ Union Conference of Overseas Workers in 

1920. 

Mary  died on 11th August 1921 at the age of 92, and is buried with her husband, who had 

died 12 years before, in the grounds of Winchester Cathedral. The inscription on their tomb 

(from Revelation 14:13) reads: ɁI heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed 

are the dead which died in the Lord from henceforth: Here, saith the Spirit, they may rest 

from their labours; and their works do follow them. ɂ 

13th
 AUGUST :  JEREMY TAYLOR  

Jeremy Taylor, one ÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÔÖÚÛɯÐÕÍÓÜÌÕÛÐÈÓɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯȿ"ÈÙÖÓÐÕÌɯ

#ÐÝÐÕÌÚȮɀ was educated at Cambridge and became a Fellow of 

All Souls, Oxford. He was still young when he became 

chaplain to Charles I and, later, during the Civil War, a 

chaplain in the Royalist army.  

3ÏÌɯÚÜÊÊÌÚÚÌÚɯÖÍɯ"ÙÖÔÞÌÓÓɀÚɯÍÖÙÊÌÚɯÉÙÖÜÎÏÛɯÈÉÖÜÛɯ3ÈàÓÖÙɀÚɯ

ÐÔ×ÙÐÚÖÕÔÌÕÛɯÈÕËȮɯÈÍÛÌÙɯ"ÙÖÔÞÌÓÓɀÚɯÝÐÊÛÖÙàȮɯ3ÈàÓÖÙɯÚ×ÌÕÛɯ

several years in forced retirement as chaplain to the family of 

Lord Carberry in Wales. It was during this time that his most 

influential works were written, including  Holy Living and 

Holy Dying (1651). 

3ÈàÓÖÙɀÚɯÛÏÌÖÓÖÎàɯÏÈÚɯÚÖÔÌÛÐÔÌÚɯÉÌÌÕɯÊÙÐÛÐÊÐsed, most bitingly by Samuel Taylor Coleridge, 

who claims that Taylor seeÔÚɯÛÖɯɁ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛɯÖÜÙɯÖÞÕɯÏÖÓàɯÓÐÍÌɯÈÚɯÛÏÌɯÎÙÖÜÕËÚɯÖÍɯÖÜÙɯÙÌÓÐÎÐÖÜÚɯ

ÏÖ×ÌȮɯÙÈÛÏÌÙɯÛÏÈÕɯÈÚɯÛÏÌɯÍÙÜÐÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÈÛɯÏÖ×ÌȮɯÞÏÖÚÌɯÎÙÖÜÕËɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯÔÌÙÊÐÌÚɯÖÍɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛȭɂɯ-ÖɯÚÜÊÏɯ

complaint, however, was ever made about his prayers, which exemplify the best of Caroline 

divinity , blended with great literary genius.  

In later life, Taylor and his family moved to the northeastern part of Ireland where, after the 

restoration of the monarchy, he became Bishop of Down and Connor, where he laboured 

tirelessly. To this was later added the adjacent diocese of Dromore. As Vice-chancellor of 

Trinity College, Dublin, he took a leading part in reviving the intellectual life of the Church 

of Ireland. He remained to the end a man of prayer and a pastor. 

14th
 AUGUST : MAXIMILIAN KOLBE  

One of the most heroic acts of the twentieth century reached its 

conclusion on 14th August 1941. That was when the Franciscan friar 

Maximilian Kolbe  lifted up his arm to receive a lethal injection of 

carbolic acid. 

Two weeks earlier, a prisoner had escaped from Auschwitz. The 

ÊÈÔ×ɀs rule was that if one prisoner escaped, ten died in his place. All 
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day the weak and underfeËɯÔÌÕɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯÌÚÊÈ×ÌËɯ×ÙÐÚÖÕÌÙɀs block were made to stand in 

the sun without food and water. Whe n the man was not found, a prison guard called out 

the names of ten men who were to die in his place. 

When Sergeant Francis Gajowniczek heard ÏÐÚɯÕÈÔÌɯÊÈÓÓÌËȮɯÏÌɯÊÙÐÌËɯÖÜÛȮɯɁHave mercy! I 

ÏÈÝÌɯÈɯÞÐÍÌɯÈÕËɯÊÏÐÓËÙÌÕȭɂ But mercy was a commodity in short supply  in Nazi death 

camps. 

Into the gap stepped Maximilian Kolbe. He moved forward silently. Ask ed what he 

ÞÈÕÛÌËȮɯÏÌɯÙÌ×ÓÐÌËȮɯɁI am a Catholic priest from Poland; I would like to take his place, 

because he has a wife and children.ɂ Hesitating a moment in face of this noble gesture, 

Commandant Fritsch accepted the replacement. Maximilian and nine others were sent to 

starve to death. 

Maximilian led the victims in hymns and prayer. When he became too weak to speak aloud, 

he whispered his prayers. After two weeks, only four of the ten were still alive. Maximilian 

alone was completely conscious. The guards decided to hasten the deaths with lethal doses 

of carbolic acid. Maximilian was last. Weak though he was, he raised his arm to receive the 

injection, triumphantly embracing martyrdom. We know some of these details, because the 

guard who kept the records was so impressed that he logged more detail than was 

required.  

Maximilian founded an order which used radio and a widely circulated newspaper and 

magazine to spread ÛÙÜÛÏȭɯɁNo one in the world can change tÙÜÛÏȮɂɯÏÌɯÚÈÐËȭɯɁWhat we can 

do and should do is to seek truth and to serve it when we have found it. The real conflict is 

the inner conflict. Beyond armies of occupation and the hecatombs of extermination camps, 

there are two irreconcilable enemies in the depth of every soul: good and evil, sin and love. 

And what use are the victories on the battlefield if we ourselves are defeated in  our 

ÐÕÕÌÙÔÖÚÛɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕÈÓɯÚÌÓÝÌÚȳɂ Indifference toward the things of God was the deadl iest enemy 

of any soul. He aimed to defeat this. 

In prison, he often went without food so others might have more and insisted on being the 

last in his unit to receive medical treatment. His attitude was expressed in hiÚɯÞÖÙËÚȮɯɁFor 

Jesus Christ I am ×ÙÌ×ÈÙÌËɯÛÖɯÚÜÍÍÌÙɯÚÛÐÓÓɯÔÖÙÌȭɂ 

16th
 AUGUST : CHARLES INGLIS  

Charles Inglis was born at Glencolumbkille, Co Donegal, Ireland in 1734. He was the third 

son of the Revd Archibald Inglis. When Charles was eleven, his father died  and he was then 

brought under ÏÐÚɯÖÓËÌÙɯÉÙÖÛÏÌÙɀs wing. His brother, Richard, had been educated at Trinity 

College, Dublin; and  had succeeded his father as Rector of Glencolumbkille. Charles  was 

ÛÜÛÖÙÌËɯÐÕɯ1ÐÊÏÈÙËɀÚɯÚÛÜËàȭɯThough he never attended university, Charles was was well 

directed in his reading and he obtained a solid grounding in the classics. 
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At the age of twenty, Charles came to America to teach at a school in 

Lancaster, Pennsylvania. After four years, he returned to  England and 

was shortly thereafter ordained presbyter. Having received an 

appointment as a missionary at Dover, Pennsylvania (now in 

Delaware) he took up his duties in the summer of 1759. At Dover 

(where he spent six years) Charles marr ied Mary Vining  in 1764. In no 

time she was pregnant with twins  but she died during labour and so 

did the twins.  

In December 1765, aged 31, Charles took up new work as the assistant in Trinity parish, 

New York. In 1773, he married Mar garet Crooke. Between 1774 and 1777, four children 

were born to the couple. 

These were years of great turmoil in America,  though New York was one of the better 

places for a loyalist family  as it  remained under British mi lita ry control . The revolutio naries 

were keen on upsetting the entire structure of society, including the Church ȭɯ (ÕÎÓÐÚɀ 

biographer, Reginald HarrisȮɯ ÞÙÖÛÌȯɯ Ɂchurches were burnt, libraries destroyed, organs 

broken to pieces; men were dragged through mire and dirt, hunted into the woods, thrown 

into prison, threatened with death ȮɯÈÕËɯËÙÐÝÌÕɯÐÕÛÖɯÉÈÕÐÚÏÔÌÕÛȭɂɯ%6ɯ5ÙÖÖÔɯÞÙÖÛÌȯɯɁsome 

[clerics] have been carried off to distant parts, others cast into jail, some fled to save their 

lives, some were pulled out of their reading desks in the middle of the service, some had 

their houses plundered and desks broken open, and went through other sufferings and 

ÐÕËÐÎÕÐÛÐÌÚȭɂ 

Inglis had more to fear from the revolutionary courts then the run of the mill cleric, for he 

had determined to take an active role in opposing the forces of revolution. Thomas Paine, 

then in America, wrote Common Sense, a pamphlet that promoted support for the colonies in 

their fight with England. Inglis wrÖÛÌɯÖÍɯÐÛȯɯɁIt was one of the most virulent, artful, and 

pernicious Pamphlets I ever met with, and perhaps the Wit of man could not devise one 

better calculated to do ,ÐÚÊÏÐÌÍȭɂ Inglis took it up ÖÕɯÏÐÔÚÌÓÍɯÛÖɯÞÙÐÛÌɯÈÕɯÈÕÚÞÌÙȮɯɁAt the 

Risque, not only of màɯ+ÐÉÌÙÛàȮɯÉÜÛɯÈÓÚÖɯÖÍɯÔàɯ+ÐÍÌȭɂ While at New York, before General 

'ÖÞÌɀÚɯÈÙÙÐÝÈÓɯÐÕɯ2Ì×ÛÌÔÉÌÙɯ1776, InglisɀɯÏÖÜÚÌɯɁÞÈÚɯ×ÓÜÕËÌÙÌËɯÖÍɯÌÝÌÙàÛÏÐÕÎȭɂ 

Charles Inglis carried on doing his church wor k through the war years, until New York was 

evacuated in 1783. A year prior, a double tragedy befell him. In January 1782, his oldest son, 

Charles died aged eight; followed in September by the death of his wife, Margaret. Then 

ɁHe took his two children, Margaret [age eight] and John [age six], with him to England, 

leaving Anne [age seven] in the care of her great-uncle Thomas Ellison. His furniture and 

library he sent to Nova Scotiaȭɂ 

In 1787 Charles was consecrated bishop by the Archbishop of Canterbury and beg an his 

$×ÐÚÊÖ×ÈÊàɯÖÍɯɁNova Scotia and its dependencies,ɂɯÞÏÐÊÏɯin those days included New 

Brunswick and Prince Edward Island.  
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In August 1787, Bishop Inglis together with Margaret [age twelve] and John [age ten] with 

all of their family effects set sail from Gravesend. The passage took seven weeks and the 

family reached Halifax on 15th October.  

For the continuing preservation of the Church of England in Nova Scotia, Bishop Inglis 

arrÐÝÌËɯÑÜÚÛɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÕÐÊÒɯÖÍɯÛÐÔÌȭɯɁThe state oÍɯÙÌÓÐÎÐÖÕɯÐÕɯÛÏÐÚɯ×ÙÖÝÐÕÊÌȮɂɯInglis wr oÛÌȮɯɁÐÚɯÛÙÜÓàɯ

deplorable....Ignorance and lukewarmness on the one hand, fanaticism and irreligion on the 

other....The inhabitants divided into many sects, and carried away by a variety of 

Enthusiasts that under take ÛÖɯ×ÙÌÈÊÏɯÛÖɯÛÏÌÔȭɂ 

Under Inglisɀ enthusiastic leadership a number of churches were erected. Between 1790 and 

1797 churches were consecrated from Fredericton (ChriÚÛɯ"ÏÜÙÊÏȺɯÛÖɯ/ÙÌÚÛÖÕɯȹ2Ûɯ)ÖÏÕɀÚȺȭɯThe 

most noteworthy accomplishment of Bishop Inglis ɀɯ ÊÈÙÌÌr in Nova Scotia was the 

ÌÚÛÈÉÓÐÚÏÔÌÕÛɯÖÍɯ*ÐÕÎɀÚɯ"ÖÓÓÌÎÌȮɯÚÌÛɯÜ×ɯɁwith an immediate view to the education of 

candidates for the ministry of the church.ɂ 

(ÕɯƕƛƜƗȮɯɁA plan of Religious and Literary Institution for the Provi ÕÊÌɯÖÍɯ-ÖÝÈɯ2ÊÖÛÐÈɂ was 

devised by a convention ÖÍɯÊÓÌÙÎàÔÌÕɯÈÛɯ-ÌÞɯ8ÖÙÒȰɯÐÛɯÞÈÚɯËÌÛÌÙÔÐÕÌËɯÛÏÈÛɯɁa public 

seminary, academy or college....be instituted ....consisting at first of a public grammar school 

for classical and other branches of education conducted by a teacher of approved abilities, 

temper, judgement and sound morals, professing the principles and living in the 

commÜÕÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ"ÏÜÙÊÏɯÖÍɯ$ÕÎÓÈÕËȭɂ 

In 1787 the Nova Scotia House of Assembly passed a resolution based on the 1783 report, 

lending support  to the plan that an exemplary clergyman of the Established Church be found 

and placed at the head of the school, and that sums of money be allowed. The general 

management of the Academy was to be overseen by a committee consisting of the Lieutenant-

Governor, the Bishop (Inglis), the President of the Council and the Speaker of the House of 

Assembly. The Academy, *ÐÕÎɀÚɯ"ÖÓÓÌÎÐÈÛÌɯ2ÊÏÖÖÓȮɯformally opened on 1 st November 1788, 

with twenty pupils,  and ÞÈÚɯɁthe oldest residential school for boys in the Overseas $Ô×ÐÙÌȭɂ 

In 1791, Bishop Inglis laid the corner stone for a new building . Delays were experienced for 

lack of funds, but the British Government came through with additional f inance so that the 

new school was finally opened in October 1795. Inglis wrote ÛÏÈÛɯɁabout 150 youths of Nova 

Scotia and from New Brunswick and Canada have beÌÕɯÈËÔÐÛÛÌËȭɂ 

His son-in-law, Sir Brenton Hall iburton, described Bishop Inglis  ÛÏÜÚȯɯɁIn respect to his 

personal appearance, his countenance was intelligent, his figure light and active, his 

manners were those of a gentleman of the old school, dignified but not formal.  In society he 

was cheerful and communicative, and on proper occasion, displayed his conversational 

powers with energy. But though deeply read, he had no tinge of p edantry. Although he 

mixed freely and pleasantly in Society, his library (and he had an excellent one) was his 

home in whicÏɯÏÌɯÚ×ÌÕÛɯÔÖÚÛɯÖÍɯÏÐÚɯÏÖÜÙÚȭɂ 

In 1816, Bishop Inglis died; his remains were buried under the chancel of St PÈÜÓɀs, Halifax. 
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28th
 AUGUST : AUGUSTINE OF H IPPO  

Barbarians surged into the Empire, threatening the Roman way of life 

as never before. The Christian church also faced attack from internal 

heretics. The potential destruction of culture, civili sation, and the 

Church was perceived as an immediate threat. Augus tine answered 

with such wisdom that his responses are some of the CÏÜÙÊÏɀs most 

important writings after the Bible.  

From his birth in a small North African town, Augustine knew the 

religious differences overwhelming the Rom an Empire: his father was 

a pagan who honoured the old Punic gods; his mother was a zealous 

Christian.  

At age 17, Augustine set off to school in Carthage. There he became enraptured with his 

studies and started to make a name for himself. He immersed himself in the writings of 

Cicero and Manichaean philosophers and cast ÖÍÍɯÛÏÌɯÝÌÚÛÐÎÌÚɯÖÍɯÏÐÚɯÔÖÛÏÌÙɀs religion. 

His studies completed, Augustine returned to his home town of Thagaste to teach 

rhetoricɭand some Manichaeism on the side. (The philosophy, based on the teachings of a 

Persian named Mani, was a dualist corruption of Christianity. It taught that the world of 

light and the world of darkness constantly war with each other, catching most of humanity 

in the struggle.) Augustine tried to hide his views fr om his mother, Monica, but when she 

found out, she threw him out of the house.  

Monica, who had dreamt her son would become a Christian, continued to pray and plead 

for his conversion and followed him to Carthage when he moved there to teach. When 

Augustine  was offered a professorship in Rome, Monica begged him not to go. Augustine 

told her to go home and sleep comfortably in the knowledge that he would stay in 

Carthage. When she left, he boarded a ship for Rome. 

After a year in Rome, Augustine moved again, to become professor of rhetoric for the city of 

Milan. H e began attending the cathedral to hear the preaching of Ambrose the bishop. He 

soon dropped his Manichaeism in favo ur of Neoplatonism, the philosophy of both Roman 

pagans and Milanese Christians. 

For years Augustine  had sought to overcome his fleshly passions and nothing seemed to 

help. It seemed to him that even his smallest transgressions were weighted with meaning. 

+ÈÛÌÙȮɯÏÌɯÙÌÍÓÌÊÛÌËȮɯɁOur real pleasure consisted in doing something that was for bidden. The 

evil ÐÕɯÔÌɯÞÈÚɯÍÖÜÓȮɯÉÜÛɯ(ɯÓÖÝÌËɯÐÛȭɂ 

One afternoon, he wrestled anxiously with  such matters while walking in his ga rden. 

2ÜËËÌÕÓàɯÏÌɯÏÌÈÙËɯÈɯÊÏÐÓËɀÚɯÚÐÕÎ-ÚÖÕÎɯÝÖÐÊÌɯÙÌ×ÌÈÛÐÕÎȮɯɁ3ÈÒÌɯÜ×ɯÈÕËɯÙÌÈËȭɂ On a table lay a 

ÊÖÓÓÌÊÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯ/ÈÜÓɀÚɯ$×ÐÚÛÓÌÚ; he picked it up and read the fÐÙÚÛɯÛÏÐÕÎɯÏÌɯÚÈÞȯɯɁNot in 

revelling  and drunkenness, not in lust and wantonness, not in quarrels and rivalries. 
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Rather, arm yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, spend no more thought on nature and 

ÕÈÛÜÙÌɀÚɯÈ××ÌÛÐÛÌÚɂ (Romans 13:13ɬ14). 

'ÌɯÓÈÛÌÙɯÞÙÖÛÌȮɯɁNo further would I read; nor needed I: for instantly at the end of this 

sentence, by a light as it were of serenity infused into my heart, all the darkness of doubt 

ÝÈÕÐÚÏÌËɯÈÞÈàȭɂ 

 ÜÎÜÚÛÐÕÌɀs conversion sent shockwaves through his life. He resigned his professorship, 

dashed off a note to Ambrose telling of his conversion, and retreated with his friends and 

mother to a country villa in Cassiciacum. There he continued discussing philosophy and 

churning out books in a Neop latonist vein. After half a year, h e returned to Milan to be 

baptised by Ambrose, then headed back to Thagaste to live as a writer and thinker. 

By the time he reached his home town (a journey lengthened by political turmoil), he had 

lost his mother, his son, and one of his closest friends. These losses propelled Augustine 

into a deeper, more vigorous commitment: he and friends established a lay ascetic 

community to spend time in prayer and the study of the Scriptures.  

In 391, Augustine travelled  to Hippo to  see about setting up a monastery . His reputation 

went before him. The story goes that, seeing the renowned layman in church one Sunday, 

Bishop Valerius put aside his prepared sermon and preached on the urgent need for clergy 

in Hippo. The crowd stared at Augustine and then pushed him forward for ordination. 

Against his will, Augustine was ordained . 

Valerius, who spoke no Punic, quickly handed over teaching and preaching duties to his 

new cleric, who did speak the local language. Within five years, after V alerius died, 

Augustine became Bishop of Hippo.  

Guarding the Church from internal and external cÏÈÓÓÌÕÎÌÚɯ ÛÖ××ÌËɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÕÌÞɯ ÉÐÚÏÖ×ɀs 

agenda. The church in North Africa was in turmoil. Though Manichaeism was already on 

its way out, it still had a sizable follo wing. Augustine, who knew its strengths and 

weaknesses, dealt it a death blow. He debated Fortunatus, a former schoolmate from 

Carthage and a leading Manichaean. The bishop made quick work of the heretic, and 

Fortunatus left town in shame.  

Less easily handled was Donatism, a schismatic and separatist North African chur ch. They 

believed the Church had been compromised and that its leaders had betrayed the Church 

during earlier persecutions . 

In 411 the controversy came to a head as the imperial commissioner convened a debate in 

Carthage to decide the dispÜÛÌɯÖÕÊÌɯÈÕËɯÍÖÙɯÈÓÓȭɯ ÜÎÜÚÛÐÕÌɀs rhetoric destroyed the Donatist 

appeal, and the commissioner pronounced against the group. 

It was not, however, a time of rejoicing for the Church. The year before the Carthage 

conference, the barbarian general Alaric and his troops sacked Rome. Many upper-class 

Romans fled for their lives to North Africa, one of the few safe havens left in the Empire. 
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And now Augustine was left with a new challenge ɭdefending Christianity again st claims 

ÛÏÈÛɯÐÛɯÏÈËɯÊÈÜÚÌËɯÛÏÌɯ$Ô×ÐÙÌɀs downfall by turning eyes away from Roman gods.  

Augustine's response to the widespread criticism came in 22 volumes over 12 years in The 

City of God. He argued that Rome was punished for past sins, not new faith. His lifelong 

preoccupation with the doctrine of original sin was fleshed out, and his work formed t he 

ÉÈÚÐÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÔÌËÐÌÝÈÓɯÔÐÕËȭɯɁManÒÐÕËɯÐÚɯËÐÝÐËÌËɯÐÕÛÖɯÛÞÖɯÚÖÙÛÚȮɂɯÏÌɯÞÙÖÛÌȭɯɁSuch as live 

according to man, and such as live according to Godȭɯ3ÏÌÚÌɯÞÌɯÊÈÓÓɯÛÏÌɯÛÞÖɯÊÐÛÐÌÚȱ.The 

Heavenly City outshines Rome. ThereȮɯÐÕÚÛÌÈËɯÖÍɯÝÐÊÛÖÙàȮɯÐÚɯÛÙÜÛÏȭɂ 

One other front on which Augustine had to fight to defend Christianity was Pelagianism. 

Pelagius, a British monk, gained popularity just as the Donatist controversy ended. Pelagius 

rejected the idea of original sin, insisting insteaËɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÛÌÕËÌÕÊàɯÛÖɯÚÐÕɯÐÚɯÔÈÕÒÐÕËɀs own 

free choice. Following this reasoning, there is no need for divine grace; individ uals must 

simply make up their minds to do the will of God. The church excommunicated Pelagius in 

417, but his banner was carried on by Julian of Eclanum. Julian took potshots ÈÛɯ ÜÎÜÚÛÐÕÌɀs 

character as well as his theology. With Roman snobbery, he argued that Augustine and his 

other low -class African friends had taken over Roman Christianity. Augustine argued with 

the former bishop for the last ten years of his life. 

In the summer of 429, the Vandals invaded North Africa, meeting almost no resistance 

along the way. Hippo, one of the few fortified cities, was overwhelmed with refugees. In the 

third month of the siege, the 76-year-old Augustine died, not from an arrow but from a 

fever. Miraculously, his writings survived the Vandal takeover, and his theo logy became 

one of the main pillars on which the C hurch of the next 1,000 years was built. 

30th
 AUGUST : JOH N BUNYAN  

IÕɯ)ÖÏÕɯ!ÜÕàÈÕɀs day, nearly all successful English authors were 

well off.  Men like Richard Baxter and John Milton could af ford 

to write ÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯÛÏÌàɯËÐËÕɀt need to earn a living. But Bunyan, a 

travelling  tinker like his father, was nearly penniless before 

becomiÕÎɯ$ÕÎÓÈÕËɀs most famous author. His wife was also 

destitute, bringing only two Puritan books as a dowry.  ɁWe 

came together as pooÙɯÈÚɯ×ÖÖÙɯÔÐÎÏÛɯÉÌȮɂɯ!ÜÕàÈÕɯÞÙÖÛÌȮɯɁnot 

having so much household-stuff as a dish or spoon betwixt us 

ÉÖÛÏȭɂ What allowed Bunyan to become the bestselling author of 

one of the most beloved books in the English language was his 

imprisonment of 12 years. 

Born in Elstow, Bedfordshire, Bunyan married at age 21. Those books his wife brought to 

the marriage began a process of conversion. He began attending church and fought off 

ÛÌÔ×ÛÈÛÐÖÕÚȭɯɁOÕÌɯÔÖÙÕÐÕÎɯÈÚɯ(ɯËÐËɯÓÐÌɯÐÕɯÉÌËȮɂ ÏÌɯÞÙÖÛÌɯÐÕɯÏÐÚɯÈÜÛÖÉÐÖÎÙÈ×ÏàȮɯɁI was, as at 

other times, most fiercely assaulted with this temptation, to sell and part with Christ; the 
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wicked suggestion still running in my mind, Sell him, sell him, sell him, sell him, sell him , 

ÈÚɯÍÈÚÛɯÈÚɯÈɯÔÈÕɯÊÖÜÓËɯÚ×ÌÈÒȭɂ 

Bunyan was drawn to the ChrÐÚÛÐÈÕɯÍÌÓÓÖÞÚÏÐ×ɯÏÌɯÚÈÞɯÈÔÖÕÎɯɁthree or four poor women 

sitting at a door ÛÈÓÒÐÕÎɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÏÌɯÛÏÐÕÎÚɯÖÍɯ&ÖËȭɂ He was also befriended by John Gifford, 

minister at a Separatist church in Bedford. 

The tinker joined the church and within  four years was drawiÕÎɯÊÙÖÞËÚɯɁÍÙÖÔɯÈÓÓɯ×ÈÙÛÚɂɯÈÚɯ

ÈɯÓÈàɯÔÐÕÐÚÛÌÙȭɯɁI went myself in chaiÕÚɯÛÖɯ×ÙÌÈÊÏɯÛÖɯÛÏÌÔɯÐÕɯÊÏÈÐÕÚȮɂɯÏÌɯÚÈÐËȮɯɁand carried 

that fire in my own conscience that  (ɯ×ÌÙÚÜÈËÌËɯÛÏÌÔɯÛÖɯÉÌÞÈÙÌɯÖÍȭɂ 

!ÜÕàÈÕɀs rise as a popular preacher coincided with the Restoration of Charles II. The 

freedom of worship Separatists had enjoyed for 20 years was quickly ended; those not 

conforming with the Church of England w ere arrested. By January 1661, Bunyan sat 

imprisoned in the county gaol. 

The worst punishment for Bunyan  was being separated from his second wife (his first had 

diÌËɯÐÕɯƕƚƙƜȺɯÈÕËɯÍÖÜÙɯÊÏÐÓËÙÌÕȭɯɁ3ÏÌɯ×ÈÙÛÐÕÎȱ.hath oft been to me in this place as the 

pÜÓÓÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÍÓÌÚÏɯÍÙÖÔɯÔàɯÉÖÕÌÚȮɂ he wrote. He tried to support his family ÔÈÒÐÕÎɯɁmany 

hundred grÖÚÚɯÖÍɯÓÖÕÎɯÛÈÎÎɀËɯȻÚÏÖÌȼɯÓÈÊÌÚɂ while impriso ned, but he mainly depended on 

ɁtÏÌɯÊÏÈÙÐÛàɯÖÍɯÎÖÖËɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɂ for their well -being. 

Bunyan could have freed himself by promising not to preach , but he refused. He told local 

magistrates he would rather remain in prison until moss grew on his eyelids than fail to do 

what God commanded.  

2ÛÐÓÓȮɯÛÏÌɯÐÔ×ÙÐÚÖÕÔÌÕÛɯÞÈÚÕɀt as bad as some have imagined. He was permitted visitors, 

spent some nights at home, and even travelled  once to London. The gaoler allowed him 

ÖÊÊÈÚÐÖÕÈÓÓàɯÛÖɯ×ÙÌÈÊÏɯÛÖɯȿÜÕÓÈÞÍÜÓɯÈÚÚÌÔÉÓÐÌÚɀ gathered in secret. More importantly, the 

imprisonment gave him the incentive and opportunity to write. He penned at least nine 

books between 1660 and 1672 (he wrote three othersɭtwo against Quakers and the other an 

expository work ɭbefore his arrest). 

Profitable Mediations, Christian Behaviour (a manual on good relationships), and The Holy City 

(an interpretation of the Book of Revelation) were followed by Grace Abounding to the Chief of 

Sinners, considered the greatest Puritan autobiography. From 1667 to 1672, Bunyan spent 

most of his time on his greatest legacy, 3ÏÌɯ/ÐÓÎÙÐÔɀs Progress. 

Charles II relented in 1672, issuing the Declaration of Indulgence. Bunyan was freed, 

licensed as a Congregational minister, and called to be pastor of the Bedford church. When 

persecution was renewed, Bunyan was again imprisoned for six months. After his second 

release, /ÐÓÎÙÐÔɀs Progress was published. 

ɁI saw a man clothed with rags....a book in his hand anËɯÈɯÎÙÌÈÛɯÉÜÙËÌÕɯÜ×ÖÕɯÏÐÚɯÉÈÊÒȭɂ So 

begins the allegorÐÊÈÓɯÛÈÓÌɯÛÏÈÛɯËÌÚÊÙÐÉÌÚɯ!ÜÕàÈÕɀs own conversion process. Pilgrim, like 

Bunyan, is a tinker. He wanders from the City of Destruction to the Celestial City, a 




